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Yugoslavian Children Learn to Drink Milk | 


By WERNER KUNTZ 


Note: On behalf of Lutheran World 


Relief, Inc., the author, Director of: 


Synod’s Board of World Relief, with 
Bernard A. Confer of LWR, early this 
summer surveyed relief needs and oper- 
ations in Europe and the Near East. 


This material is being written in 
a speeding automobile between Bel- 
grade and Zagreb, Yugoslavia. These 
lines will not be mailed until we reach 
free Austria, in order to avoid the cen- 
sorship of mail, which is common prac- 
tice in this and other Communist coun- 
tries. 


In Belgrade we were guests of honor 
at a farewell dinner given at the Metro- 
pole Hotel by Dr. Pavle Gregorie, vice- 
president of the Yugoslav National 
Assembly and president of the Yugo- 
slav Red Cross. 

We were furthermore honored with 
a golden medal of merit in recognition 
of distinguished services rendered by 
Synod’s Board of World Relief to needy 
people — especially children — of Yu- 
goslavia. 

The prized award was accepted on 
behalf of the warm-hearted people of 
our church, including many children, 
who had sent contributions to us and 
who made possible the ministry of 
mercy to suffering people in many 
lands, including Yugoslavia. 

Others who received the award of 
merit from the representative of the 
Yugoslav Assembly included Bernard 
A. Confer, executive secretary of Lu- 
theran World Relief, Inc., and Rev. 
Mogens Zeuthen, secretary to East 
European Churches of the Lutheran 
World Federation. 

Our response to the needs of the 
Yugoslav people has been considerable. 
Last year’s records reveal that our 
shipments with those of LWR to this 
country exceeded 50 million pounds 
of food, clothing, and medicines. This 
year these shipments are in even slightly 
larger proportions. 


While needy Lutheran pastors and 
people are by no means overlooked in 
the distribution, the major portion of 
our supplies are being used in a coun- 
trywide school lunch’ program which 
these supplies have made possible, and 
which has not only decidedly lifted the 
health level of many Yugoslav children 
but has also introduced them to new 
and basic foods in their diet, such as 
milk and unrefined wheat breads. 


In visits to some of these schools we 
saw the lunch program in operation.| 
Some of the Yugoslav children, told¢ 
in advance of our coming, were dressed} 
in their Sunday best. Most of them,) 
however, had no Sunday best clothing.; 
Many had nothing better than tattered: 
rags to wear. The thin bodies of others: 
spelled out their prolonged undernour-: 
ishment. 

Volunteer women operate the school’ 
kitchens and prepare the foods accord-- 
ing to a modest menu offering slight! 
variation each day. Flour, milk, and: 
cheese are the basic items. 

Flour is turned into wholesome bread | 
and biscuits as only Yugoslav women) 
know how to bake. 


Milk, which Yugoslav children must! 
be taught to drink, is served hot and! 
often lightly flavored with chocolate. . 

Cheese is often eaten as it comes, or! 
is baked into steaming, delectable bis - 
cuits. 

Normal children —if yours are like: 
mine — are usually hungry at all times. . 
Here were many who were more than | 
hungry. Although their lunch was sim- ; 
ple, they went at it with zest and the: 
smack of real appreciation, yet with 
good manners and in surprisingly well- 
disciplined order. 

At one school, after lunch, we joined 
the children on their playground. They 
identified us with a sign posted in their 
school and in the rooms of every other 
school in Yugoslavia where such 
lunches are served. The sign reads: 
“This food is the gift of the people of 
America and given through LWR, Inc.” 

On the playground the children 
swarmed about us and closed us in. 
They wanted to know whether the boys 
in America played their kind of foot- 
ball and whether the girls in America 
danced pretty little dances in the 
schoolyard as the girls of Yugoslavia 
do. : 

In token of their appreciation, the 
children showered us with an assort- 
ment of gifts made in handcraft classes. 


Over the whole world, children are 
loving and lovable and largely un- 
tainted by the hates and prejudices of 
their elders. It is a deep satisfaction 
to know that we are able to respond 
to the needs of the children in Yugo- 
slavia and that our church shares this 
tangible witness to the love of Christ 
with approximately two million chil- 
dren in that country. 


_ 


ay 


a 


‘ a News of the Church in the World 


“Portals of Prayer” 
To Be Broadcast 
Around the World 


The two-minute transcribed radio de- 
votions “Portals of Prayer” will soon be 
broadcast daily on a worldwide basis 
over 145 stations of the Armed Forces 
Radio and Television Service. The sta- 
tions are located in Europe, the Mid- 
dle East, Far East, North Africa, the 
Pacific, Caribbean, and North Atlantic 
areas, including Alaska and Canada. 

Service will begin as soon as the 
records reach such distant points as 
Adak in Alaska, Goose Bay, Trinidad, 
Eniwetok, Tripoli, Saudi Arabia, Hei- 
delberg, Munich, Naples, Tokyo, Pusan, 
Taipei, Turkey, Crete, the Azores, 
France, and England. 

Radio Station KFUO on the St. Louis 
seminary campus now issues transcrip- 
tions of “Portals of Prayer’ to more 
than 400 stations in the U. S., Canada, 
and Hawaii for daily broadcasts. 

The transcription series, produced by 
KFUO with the co-operation of Con- 
cordia Publishing House, was requested 
by the Armed Forces Radio and recom- 
mended for overseas release by the 


_ Audio-Visual Committee of the Armed 
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Forces Chaplains’ Board, on which vari- 
ous denominations are represented. 


Representing KFUO, Rev. Tobias H. Joeckel, Jr. (right), chairman of Southern 


When Synod’s Armed Services Com- 
mission in Washington, D. C., was con- 
sulted on the request, Chaplain Kenneth 
L. Ahl, executive secretary said: “It is 
good to know that the Armed Forces 
Radio and Television Service has rec- 
ommended the release of ‘Portals of 
Prayer’ overseas. May the Lord, who 
gave the Great Commission, bless the 
Word as it is broadcast, and let the 
‘seed’ fall on fertile soil.” 

With the new development the devo- 
tional series is released over some 560 
stations daily. Recently added was the 
Intermountain Network of 46 stations 
in Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Nebraska, and Nevada. 

Concordia Publishing House, which 
publishes the devotions, printed the last 
booklet in 1,030,000 copies. 


Dr. J. Frederic Wenchel 
Dies at 83 


Dr. John Frederic Wenchel, former 
pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, 
Washington, D.C., died after a brief 
illness at Annapolis, Md., June 22. 

For 39 years he was secretary of the 
English District. During World War I 
he was secretary of the Washington 
Committee of the Army and Navy 
Board. 


California District’s Public Relations Committee, gives “Portals of Prayer” record- 


ing to Lt. Col. James H. Rose, USAF, in charge of Armed Forces Radio and 


Television Service. Nelson Leigh (left) narrates the transcription series. 
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Prior to his long 
pastorate at Christ 
Church in the capital 
from 1908 until he 
retired in 1944, he 
served Zion Church 
in Tampa, Fla., and 
Bethlehem, Roslin- 
dale, Mass. 

nie lOS2 ee hemeand 
Mrs. Wenchel estab- 
lished the Wenchel Lectures at the 
St. Louis seminary, from which he was 
graduated in 1898 and received an 
honorary doctorate in 1943. He at- 
tended Baltimore City College and the 
Fort Wayne Concordia. 

For eight years he wrote a column 
on the capitol scene for the Walther 
League Messenger, and for 15 years 
a Washington letter for the WITNESS. 

The son of George and Catherine 
Gradewohl Wenchel, he was born in 
Baltimore, September 29, 1874. In 
1910 he married Anna Theisinger at 
Boston. A daughter, Catherine, and a 
son, Adam George, survive. 


PTL Distributes Gospel 
Of John at World’s Fair 


At the World’s Fair in Brussels the 
Pocket Testament League is distributing 
more than 75,000 copies of the Gospel 
of St. John in five languages. 

PTL’s international representative 
Harry Liu reports from Brussels that 
free, independent distribution of litera- 
ture is not permitted at the fair. This 
regulation prevents the use of literature 
for Communist propaganda. 

Arrangements for the dissemination 
of the PTL Gospels have been made 
with the Belgian Congo Protestant Mis- 
sion, which has an authorized booth at 
the fair. “The Gospels are printed in 
Dutch, French, German, Danish, and 
English. The Protestant chaplain of the 
Belgian Army arranged with Mr. Liu 
for presenting the Gospels in French 
and Flemish to the Belgian Army. 

“Belgium, the most densely populated 
of European countries, is predominantly 
Roman Catholic,” stated Alfred A. 
Kunz, international director of PTL. 
“Such an intensive Scripture distribu- 
tion campaign has not been conducted 
in Belgium since 1931. Since then, 
a whole new generation has reached 
adulthood.” 
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Dr. Wenchel 


Algonquian Bible 
Sold for $20,160 


A copy of the Algonquian Bible, first 
complete Bible printed in any language 
in the Western Hemisphere, was sold at 
an auction in London to an American 
dealer in rare books for $20,160. The 
Algonquian Bible is printed in the lan- 
guage of the Algonquian Indians. 

Published at Cambridge, Mass., the 
Old Testament was completed in 1661 
and the New Testament two years later. 
One of 20 copies of an Indian transla- 
tion made by John Eliot, the Bible was 
dedicated to King Charles II and sent 
to England soon after its publication. 

Charles Sessler of Philadelphia pur- 
chased the copy from a collection of 
rare books sold by the Duke of Devon- 
shire. 


Illinois Church Plant 


Damaged by Explosion 


At Mount Pulaski, Ill., Zion Lu- 
theran Church and its new educational 
wing nearing completion sustained 
$30,000 damage when a tank car 
loaded with chemicals blew up. The 
explosion occurred when a train bound 
for New York passed through Mount 
Pulaski on Sunday afternoon, June 1. 

One of the two trainmen killed by 
the blast was E. A. Griffen, a mem- 
ber of St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Mattoon, Ill. In Mount Pulaski 40 
people were injured. 


T News of the Church athe World 
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The parsonage, the teacherage, and 
almost all the homes of Zion’s mem- 
bers living in the city were damaged. 
The shock wave from the explosion 
also damaged some farm homes in the 
vicinity. 

“Through this explosion the Lord is 
reminding us in a forceful way that we 
are to lead a life of daily repentance 
and dedication to Him,” said Pastor 
Martin Rothe in a special service. “Only 
in this way can we constantly be pre- 
pared for death and Judgment Day. 
God in His wise and loving providence 
has spared our members from serious 
bodily injury and likewise has given 
us favorable weather to make tempor- 
ary repairs against rain damage. Our 
life should be a constant thankoffering.” 


Missouri Chaplain Heads 
“Little America College” 


It’s winter now in Little America, 
Antarctica, where Navy Chaplain Al- 
fred R. Saeger, Jr., member of the 
Missouri Synod, is Protestant chaplain 
of Operation Deepfreeze III. 

Howling winds and 60°-below-zero 
temperatures limit the operational 
staff’s outdoor activities. To turn leisure 
to good advantage, Chaplain Saeger set 
up 25 classes for the 216 men stationed 
in Little America. Scientists on the 
staff, many of whom have doctorates, 
volunteered to teach courses in mete- 
orology, mathematics, physics; these 
were added to Chaplain Saeger’s course, 


Soy 


TRINITY CHURCH, NORTH OF KNIERIM, IOWA, WAS DESTROYED BY 


FIRE on Saturday morning, May 31, after lightning struck the bell tower. 


Only 


the pulpit Bible, Agenda, and Communion ware could be saved. The church, 
partially covered by insurance, was built in 1879. Rev. John M. Tews is the pastor. 
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“Survey of the Bible.” The talented 
faculty serves the newly formed “Lit- 
tle America College” without charge. 

Formerly basketball coach at Lu- 
theran High School, St. Louis, Chaplain 
Saeger is the son of Rev. and Mrs. Al- 
fred R. Saeger of Ogalalla, Nebr., 
a graduate of St. John’s College, Win- 
field, Kans., and the St. Louis semi- 
nary. He earned a Master of Sacred 
Theology degree from Harvard Divinity 
School since he entered the Naval 
chaplaincy six years ago. 


Lutheran Worship oe 
Elects Officers 


Daniel T. Moe, director of choral 
music at Denver University and a mem- 
ber of the Augustana Lutheran Church, 
was elected the first president of the 
Lutheran Society for Worship, Music, 
and the Arts at the organization’s first 
annual conference held in Minneapolis 
in June. 

Since its formation early this year 
the society has a membership of 450, 
representing nearly all Lutheran synods. 

The primary purpose of the society, 
Mr. Moe said, is to encourage the 
highest and most significant forms of 
worship of God through music, liturgy, 
and the arts. 

Other members of the temporary 
executive board were elected to the 
first permanent board: secretary, Wil- 
liam Walters of Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio; treasurer, Linden J. 
Lundstrom, high school instructor, 
Rockford, Ill.; chairman of the editorial 
board, Dr. Walter E. Buszin, Concor- 
dia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.; and pub- 
licity, Gerhard M. Cartford, Luther 
Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 

Lectures at workshop sessions of the — 
conference were given on the 12 per- 
manent commissions established to 
study theology, liturgy, hymnology, 
architecture, organs, choral music, fine 
arts, literature and drama, parish music, 
standards and studies, musicology and 
research, and audio-visual communi- 
cations. 

Luther on Music, written by Dr. 
Buszin, is the first publication spon- 
sored by the society. He is also the- 
author of The Royal Priesthood in Lu- 
theran Worship, which, with The Mind 
of the Church, by Dr. Luther D. Reed, 
president emeritus of Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary at Philadelphia, will be 
released by the society this fall. 

Editor of the pamphlet series is Dr. 
Johannes Riedel, associate professor 
of musicology at the university. 
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ELC Proposes New Name 
For New Denomination 


“We should have a name that can 
be used without embarrassment 
throughout the earth,’ said a North 
Dakota pastor of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church at its biennial conven- 
tion in Minneapolis. He referred to 
“The American Lutheran Church,” the 
name proposed for the new denomina- 
tion to be formed in 1960 by a merger 
with two other Lutheran bodies. The 
new name favored by the ELC is “The 
United Evangelical Lutheran’ Church.” 

“The kingdom of God is bigger than 
any country, even America,” said an 
lowa pastor, who summarized the sen- 
timent of many of the 2,500 pastors 
and laymen attending the convention. 

The ELC instructed its representa- 
tives on the Joint Union Committee 
to vote as a block for a constitutional 
amendment on the name of the new 
enucch.. The JUC of the uniting 
churches had agreed on “The Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church” (TALC). The 
committee is composed of nine mem- 
bers each from the 1,083,000-member 
ELC, the 937,000-member American 
Lutheran Church, and the 65,000- 
member United Ey. Lutheran Church. 

Plans for the merger of two semi- 
naries in Saskatoon, Canada, were ap- 
proved by the ELC. Luther Theologi- 
cal Seminary, operated by the ELC, and 
Lutheran College and Seminary, which 
trains ministers for the ULC, ALC, 
UELC, and Augustana Lutheran 
Church, are scheduled to operate under 
the merger plan on September 1, with 
co-operating denominations sharing in 
financing the seminary. 

Although apprised of the ELC’s de- 
cision on the name, the UELC con- 
vention in Blair, Nebr., approved all 
merger resolutions without change. 

The ALC will act at its biennial con- 
vention in San Antonio in October. 


Norwegians Continue 1955 
Suspension; Change Name 


Charging the Missouri Synod with 
“unionistic” practices (meaning co- 
Operation with groups with which it is 
not in doctrinal agreement), the Nor- 
wegian Synod of the American Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church decided to 
continue suspension of fraternal rela- 
tions with the Missouri Synod, voted 
in 1955. 

rhe 12,000-member Norwegian 
Synod authorized continued doctrinal 
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row, l—r.: Mmes. A. Moore; W. Kahle; R. Moeller. 


R. Crane; R. Johnson; F. Riess. 


discussions with the Missouri Synod 
and other members of the Synodical 
Conference in an attempt to restore 
doctrinal harmony. 

The annual convention, held in Man- 
kato, Minn., also voted to change its 
name to “The Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod.” 


Augustana Synod Prefers 
Federated Lutheran 
Church 


At the 99th annual synod of Augus- 
tana Lutheran Church, Jamestown, 
N. Y., attempts to postpone current 
merger talks with three other church 
bodies were voted down. 

Sentiment pointed toward a speedy 
conclusion of merger talks with the 
United Lutheran Church, the Suomi 
Synod, and the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

The Augustana convention registered 
“its considered opinion that all Lu- 
theran church bodies in North America 
should as soon as feasible form one 
Lutheran Church in the United States 
and one in Canada.” 

A reorganization plan —result of 
three years’ work by a special com- 
mittee — was voted down. Reorgani- 
zation, while the church body is com- 
mitted to merger, “will throw us into 
helpless confusion — we will be cross- 
eyed if we do so,” said Dr. Conrad 
Bergendoff of Augustana College. 
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REPRODUCTION of January 28 WITNESS cover formed backdrop for Oregon 
LWML District convention at Grace Church in Eugene. District Officers, front 


Back row: E. Maier, 


The convention approved a plea for 
$4,500,000 to strengthen various Au- 
gustana colleges. The Board for Chris- 
tian Higher Education, scholarships, 
pilot projects, and non-Augustana Lu- 
theran colleges will also receive sup- 
port. 


TALC Urged to Rejoin 
Parish Ed. Project 


The TALC church bodies that with- 
drew from an intersynodical long-range 
parish-education program embracing 
the eight bodies in the National Lu- 
theran Council were asked by Augus- 
tana to reconsider their action, because 
the breakup of the co-operative effort 
launched by the NLC member churches 
“may tend to jeopardize other joint Lu- 
theran ventures.” 

The ULCA’s Executive Board unani- 
mously endorsed Augustana’s appeal. 
Similar expressions are expected from 
Suomi and the AELC as soon as they 
can act on the matter. 

The 10-year parish-education project 
would provide uniform lesson material 
for Lutherans in the eight NLC bodies. 

TALC’s Joint Union Committee last 
October refused to commit the merged 
body. The JUC’s chief objection 
claimed that arrangements “do not per- 
mit TALC to remain free to determine 
its own course in developing and pro- 
moting teaching materials.” 


Wraer THE FURLOUGH IS OVER, how 
does a missionary’s family feel about 
going back? 

Suppose the 10,000-mile trip is com- 
plicated by the family’s being large? 

If you were to ask the Arnold 
Strohscheins, who have just returned 
to the Philippines, you’d hear a unan- 
imous chorus of seven, saying, “It feels 
good.” 

To them, home means Davao City 
on the southern coast of Mindanao, the 
southernmost island of the Philippines. 
All the children but one were born 
there. Four-year-old Linda was a fur- 
lough baby. 


During the furlough years the Stroh- 
schein youngsters miss their Filipino 
playmates, friends, and pets in Davao. 
The whole family misses its house — 
Pastor Strohschein built much of it 
himself. They like the way of life 
there and their job. 


During a stop on the way to America 
last July they were charmed by Japan. 
But America is as much ahead of Ja- 
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By 
O. Arnold 
Soeldner 


Missionary Strohschein, 
his wife Ruth, and 

their children (l.-r.): 
Catherine, 7; Cynthia, 2; 
Linda, 4; Laurie, 9; 

and Edward, 1 


pan, they found, as Japan is ahead of 
Mindanao. Coming to the States from 
southern Mindanao is like “Stepping 
out of a jungle,” they said. The high 
level of living amazed them mildly. 

Mrs. Strohschein didn’t _ hesitate 
a moment when asked what it was that 
shocked her: “So many cars! So many 
big stores! So many people buying, 
and everything so cheap! Such cloth- 
ing!” 


A cause for anxiety, as the family 
planned their return to the foreign field, 
was the illness of Baby Edward. How- 
ever, the baby responded to treatment 
immediately. The medical adviser to 
Synod’s mission staff gave the green 
light for the baby’s being taken abroad. 


Because we of the home church are 
sending these missionaries back, we’re 
interested in their work overseas. What 
are they returning to? 

Mindanao is the second-largest of 
11 major islands in the “7,000 emer- 
alds,” and Davao City, with a popula- 
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Mindanao homestead 


tion of 100,000, ranks third among the 
Philippine Republic’s large cities. No 
other Lutheran body is represented in 
the islands. We do work on Luzon 
and Culion as well as on Mindanao. 


Since World War Il, people from 
many of the other islands have poured 
into southern Mindanao to settle in 
homesteading country. And the new 
frontier is the reason for our mission 
there. 


The farmers raise abaca (Manila 
hemp), from which rope is made. City 
people work in the lumber, abaca, and 
dried coconut industries. 

Pastor Strohschein has had two tours 
of duty on Mindanao, a total of eight 
and a half years. Starting the mission 
from scratch, he got a toe hold by 
making contacts with workers in the 
fiber-furniture factories, where he 
bought furniture for the first home of 
the newlywed Strohscheins. 

The workers did a good job of wit- 
nessing to men in other shops. Soon 
he had a number of outposts in other 
furniture factories. To provide a set- 
ting for Sunday services, the men sim- 
ply swept shop floors clean. Since then 
the islanders have built an attractive 
church, just a block away from Davao 
City’s main street. 

During his second tour of duty the 
missionary started work at a nearby 
penal colony. The prisoners are “trus- 
ties,” farming a 5,000-acre abaca plan- 
tation. A unique feature of the prison 
is that wives are allowed to live with 
their prisoner-husbands. 
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Butcher “shop” in Mindanao 


As leave-taking for Mindanao drew 
nearer, the Strohschein youngsters’ an- 
ticipation grew. Philippine rice, the 
children claim, tastes sweeter than rice 
in the states. Family meals seldom in- 
clude potatoes. “We prefer rice,” said 
Mrs. Strohschein. “Besides, potatoes 
cost 20 cents a pound over there.” 


‘Other foods the children want to 
get back to are: a cooking variety of 
banana, fried with a little sugar; cala- 
mansi juice, a common table bever- 
age similar to lemonade; and papayas. 
Papayas, which grow as big as water- 
melons in Davao, taste like our canta- 
loupe, “only better.” The tropical fruit 
—full of vitamin C—~Jis good for 
youngsters. 


The transplanted Americans admit 
that in the meat line the U.S. has it 
all over the Philippines. To cut up 
beef — on the bare ground — the Phi- 
lipinos use a machete; in backward 
villages they use an axe. The meat is 
full of bone chips, it’s tough, and $1.00 
a pound. 


The only objection to returning came 
from nine-year-old Laurie. To her, the 
worst part of the 10,000-mile trip was 
the first 40 miles from Story City, Iowa, 
to the Des Moines airport. She hates 
autos. 


Mrs. Strohschein was stocked up on 
clothing, yard goods, and patterns. 
Clothing in Davao City shops is pro- 
portioned to Filipino torsos. “It doesn’t 
look good on Americans,” she ex- 
plained. 

It’s only a five-minute drive from the 
Davao City airport to the Mindanao 
missionary’s home. Their belongings 
will arrive two months late. After six 
months the family will be fully ac- 
climated and going in high gear. 


Especially interesting about the work 
on Mindanao is the fact that very few 
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Bible class in the prison 


people are not baptized, Pastor Stroh- 
schein said. “There will be few group 
baptisms in the Philippines,” he added. 


The pity is that though most Davao 
Filipinos have been baptized, few of 
them really know Christ. This is the 
main reason why the Strohscheins are 
going back to Mindanao. 


The economy of the Philippines went 
to pieces after President Magsaysay’s 
death. The cost of living in the Philip- 
pines ranks second highest among Syn- 
od’s 27 world mission fields. Mrs. 
Strohschein would pay these prices if 
she bought all these items (she doesn’t): 


Bitter ee 252.008 1b 
COM Cems 2. ak a ee $3.00 Ib 
Gomi ilakess. $er75 box 
JNIMOH CANNES 2 $2.00. 1b. 
Gira PeSe see Pe SL OOmebs 


“One little green apple; the 
children love them so.” — $ .15 


Bell in the Davao City Lutheran 
Church came from an old locomo- 
tive in Boone, Iowa, railroad cen- 
ter near the Strohschein home 


Two of the missionary’s children with a playmate and_ pets 


THE CHALLENGE 


radiation 


Modern science plays an important 
role in the age in which we are 
living. In many ways the changes of 
the first half of the 20th century have 
eclipsed those between 1500 and 1900. 
Modern science is responsible for many 
of these changes. Change continues at 
an accelerating pace. The imaginative 
dreams of Jules Verne, who died in 
1905, have been more than surpassed 
by the realities of the mid-20th century. 
Science has done much for us that 
is good. It has enabled us in an increas- 
ing measure to rule over the earth and 
subdue it. We have learned to utilize 
the various sources of energy which 
God has provided. Our highly indus- 
trialized civilization is possible only be- 
cause man has learned to harness the 
power of coal, petroleum, and natural 
gas. This has made possible a great deal 
of luxury and ease in our lives. 


Scientific Advances 


We are standing on the threshold of 
an age of even greater comfort, luxury, 
and ease. Shortly, no doubt, we shall 
enjoy the blessings derived from atomic 
power and from the direct use of the 
sun’s energy. Already from a cubic inch 
of uranium we can now get the energy 
equivalent to 1,500 tons of coal. We 
are also beginning to use the energy 
of the sun directly in solar heating of 
homes, solar batteries, solar stoves, and 
solar furnaces. 

Science has also contributed sub- 
stantially to lengthening the human life 
span and freeing us from pain. Only 
200 years ago the average life expect- 
ancy in the United States was 30 years. 
Today the average American can expect 
to live 69.3 years. Medical scientists 
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have controlled many of the diseases 
which at one time took a substantial toll. 
There is every reason to believe that 
some further advances in this area can 
be made. It is quite possible that with 
a new generation we shall have learned 
to control to a considerable measure 
such a scourge as cancer. 

Certainly as Christians we must look 
upon science as something good. It is 
a gift we have received from our gra- 
cious heavenly Father. He has blessed 
us in choosing us to spend our pilgrim- 
age in the middle of the 20th century, 
when we may enjoy all these, His gifts. 
As Christians we look beyond these 
things, which make life so pleasant and 
comfortable, to the God who has given 
them to us. We thank Him for them. 


Problems of Atomic Energy 


But modern science with its advances 
has also raised some real problems. The 
gifts which have come from God have 
been good, but men have not always 
known how to use them, nor have they 
always used them for good. The imag- 
ination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. There never has been a gift of 
God which human beings have not been 
able to abuse. And so we find man 
abusing the gifts of God in the mid-20th 
century, and we find him puzzling over 
how to use the gifts properly. 

One real problem has been raised by 
the release of atomic energy. This tre- 
mendous force can be used for good or 
for evil. We would not have to be 
concerned about atomic energy if it 
were in the hands of an automaton. But 
since human beings control this force, 
we have some cause for concern. 

The threat of a nuclear war hangs 
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old age 


over the entire earth. We do not always 
realize what a terrible thing such a war 
would be. The first A-bomb dropped 
on Hiroshima killed 66,000 people and 
injured 69,000. Think of it! In the 
twinkling of an eye 66,000 fellow men 
were brought before the throne of Him 
who is to judge the whole world. 

Today the weapons available are even 
more powerful than the A-bomb. Its 
destructive power was measured in 
terms of kilotons (one thousand tons) 
of TNT. Today this unit is too small. 
We measure the power of nuclear 
weapons in megatons (one million tons). 
War with nuclear weapons would most 
likely mean the end of civilization as 
we know it. Our civilization is so com- 
plex that its very intricacies make it vul- 
nerable. 

What would happen to our large- 
cities if suddenly they were deprived of 
electricity, natural gas, their water sup- 
ply, and their sewage-disposal system? 
Consider what happens in your own 
home when the electricity is off for just 
a few hours, and then try to imagine 
what would happen if whole commu- 
nities were deprived not only of this 
essential service, but also of other essen- 
tial services for weeks or months. 

Certainly as Christians we must work 
for peace and pray for peace. There 
can be no reckless rattling of the saber 
in 1958. We are followers of the Prince 
of Peace. Our voices must be raised to 
prevent the horrors and destruction of 
modern war. 


Radiation 


A concomitant problem is the hazard 
of radiation. Not only is there likely to 
be great destruction as the result of 
nuclear war, but in addition there is 
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the problem of radioactivity after the 
bombs have been detonated. There is 
also a radiation problem in connection 
with the testing of nuclear weapons. 
Many people believe that atomic tests 
should be discontinued because of the 
hazards involved. 

True, there are real hazards from 
radiation. One of these comes from 
strontium-90. This is a radioactive ele- 
ment, similar in many ways to calcium. 
It substitutes itself for calcium in the 
bones, where it is likely to cause bone 
cancers and leukemia. 

Testing of atomic weapons results 

among other things in the production 
of strontium-90, which then falls to the 
earth, is picked up by plants and ani- 
mals, and finally ingested by human 
beings. Fortunately, however, animals 
and human beings discriminate against 
strontium in favor of calcium, so that 
the danger of strontium-90 does not 
appear to be too great today. 

A second danger from the testing 
and detonation of atomic weapons is 
the danger to future generations in the 
form of mutations. Mutations are sud- 

- den heritable changes in the reproduc- 
tive cells. By far the vast majority of 
mutations — well over 99% of them — 
are harmful. They are responsible for 
all sorts of defects — mental deficiency, 
defects in vision, in the digestive tract, 
in the heart and circulatory systems. 
It is generally agreed that any increase 
in radiation will be harmful because any 
increase will result in an increase in the 
number of mutations. There is no safe 
minimum. 

However, it should be pointed out 
that at present the largest amount of 
radiation is produced not from weapon 
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testing but from X rays. The extra 
radiation to which the average individ- 
ual is exposed through atomic weapons 
testing is estimated to be about 1/30 of 
that to which he is exposed from X rays. 
The evidence at hand would indicate 
that X rays should be used only when 
they are necessary. Yet it is unlikely 
that we shall discontinue the use of 
X rays entirely. 

Under these circumstances there is 
no doubt that testing of nuclear weap- 
ons must be kept to a minimum. How- 
ever, it does not appear possible in the 
light of world tensions to discontinue 
this testing entirely. It appears that 
weapon testing is necessary to keep us 
prepared against attack from a hostile 
power, just as X rays are necessary in 
the diagnosis and treatment of illness. 


Care of Aged 


Another problem modern science has 
raised is the increasing old-age popula- 
tion. Because of the extension in life 
expectancy more and more people are 
living into the postproductive years. In 
1900 only 13.3% of our population was 
over 50. By 1975 it is estimated that 
the percentage will be 26.3. 

The care of these aged people in their 
postproductive years challenges the 
Christian church. The Fourth Com- 
mandment has an entirely new signif- 
icance for those of us who live in the 
middle of the 20th century. We are 
obligated to provide for our aged par- 
ents, to give them love and affection, to 
let them know they still “belong.” 

In some cases aged parents become 
psychotic. In such instances, institu- 
tionalization is probably necessary. 
However, many aged persons become 
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senile and enter a second childhood. 
They need the same careful attention 
as that given to children. Here is 
a challenge which the sons and daugh- 
ters of today face: obligation to their 
aging parents. 


Increasing Population 


Still another problem with which we 
must wrestle is increasing population. 
In 1400 the world’s population was esti- 
mated at only 300 million. Today the 
population of the world is about 2.75 
billion. Every day 123,000 people are 
added to the world’s population by the 
excess of births over deaths. 

We face a challenge in providing 
food, clothing, and shelter for these 
people. In the United States we do not 
know real starvation. But in many 
other lands starvation and want are 
almost the accepted way of life. Shall 
we share our surpluses with these 
people? This alone will not solve the 
problem. A million tons of grain 
shipped to india would increase the 
food supplies there by an average of 
a quarter ounce per person per day for 
a year. 

However, we can help these people 
by sharing with them our American 
know-how, better seeds, and better agri- 
cultural methods. Even this aid is not 
a panacea. For in the United States 
with our advanced agricultural methods 
we require about two acres of arable 
land to sustain each person. The 
Chinese have succeeded in feeding their 
populations on about a half acre per 
person. Yet there is much we can do 
by sharing our scientific knowledge and 
scientific advances. Can we be selfish 
and keep these things to ourselves? 

(Continued on page 19) 


Heart Burn 
When strength is “tops” 


Reduced to few words, the church’s mission is to 
preach the Gospel, to proclaim the good news that God 
in Christ offers all men forgiveness of sins, life, and salva- 
tion. When everybody in the church is busy publishing 
this good news, the church is at top strength. 

The man in the pulpit needs to remind himself of his 
calling to preach the good news. Frightening at times 
is his temptation to achieve the Christian life in his hear- 
ers by “laying down the Law,” by denouncing super- 
ficiality, unwillingness to study the Bible, to attend meet- 
ings, and to take active part in church work. But if a 
pastor does not take his congregation to the Cross, and 
inspire the members to love and serve the Savior, their 
performance will show no improvement. Only the Gospel 
empowers men to lead a sanctified life. 

The man in the pew needs the Gospel approach to 
his fellow man. Sometimes churchmen antagonize rather 
than attract their friends or neighbors. Well-intentioned 
Christians bear futile witness if they do not speak in 
love and beseech people to come and hear God’s word. 

The Gospel approach is supremely important on all 
levels of the church’s stewardship program. Here, too, 
there is a tendency to bear down with the Law and to 
make ugly comparisons. “You are not giving what the 
Lord requires of you,” persons are told. “You are rob- 
bing God; you ought to be ashamed of yourself.” “You 
are letting the church down.” “If everybody gave as little 
as you give, we'd have to close our church doors.” 

This negative, legalistic, loveless approach accom- 
plishes nothing. People will not be pushed and pulled 
to contribute money — not even to the Kingdom. Only 
when the love of Christ takes hold of a person will he 
begin to offer Him gifts of love. 

In a day of expanding opportunity the church needs 
men and women who are drawn to the Cross, whose 
hearts burn for the Savior and the souls He died to save. 


Headline News 


A new State and a new step 
in expanding the Kingdom 


The flag of the United States will now show one 
more star, the 49th. Headline news for United States 
history is the Congressional action to admit the territory 
of Alaska to statehood. The movement to join the family 
of states, begun some forty years ago, has finally achieved 
its purpose. More than twice the size of Texas, the new 
state, which was purchased from Russia in 1867, will 
undoubtedly experience a new era of development. Its 
vast natural resources and the availability for private 
ownership of more than 100 million Federally owned 
acres will certainly increase the population of the state. 

How will the admission of State 49 affect the Lu- 
theran Church, specifically the Missouri Synod? Follow- 
ing is a piece of headline news tucked away in a short 
paragraph of the June 17 Northwest District Edition of 
the LUTHERAN WITNEss: “The General Church Exten- 
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sion Fund of Synod has granted $175,000 to our District 
for the construction of a church plant in Fairbanks, 
Alaska. Rev. Omar Stuenkel of Calvary, Portland, who 
accepted the call to Fairbanks, will begin work in the 
new field by July 1.” 

This brief item merits bold-faced type and capital 
letters. It is headline news for our church. It is true, 
besides two other Lutheran bodies, the ELC and the 
ULCA, our Synod has been at work in Alaska for almost 
25 years. The men who pioneered in this “last great 
U. S. frontier” have done heroic work. 

But the opening of a mission at Fairbanks is a new 
step in expanding the Kingdom. This city is the commer- 
cial air hub of interior Alaska, the terminal of the 
Alaskan Highway, and the seat of the University of 
Alaska. Appeals had come from Missouri Synod mem- 
bers in Fairbanks, from our chaplains in Alaska, notably 
from Chaplain Martin C. Poch, to begin work in this 
important city. After the District and synodical mission 
boards thoroughly investigated the possibilities, the Gen- 
eral Church Extension Fund (another evidence of its 
vital contribution to the church’s growth) appropriated 
the necessary amount to build an entirely new plant. The 
amount seems large, but building construction is ex- 
tremely high in Alaska. The decision to establish the 
mission could not have been better timed. Did the Board 
members foresee the statehood action of Congress? 


For this important field the Board chose a seasoned 
pastor, the shepherd of a large parish. Pastor Stuenkel 
saw the challenge of this pioneer work. With venture- 
some spirit (there are Mrs. Stuenkel and four children) 
and with deep consecration to his Lord, he followed the — 
call of his church to proclaim the Name above all other 
names in this wonderland of the North. 

The WITNEss salutes Pastor Stuenkel (he is a mem- 
ber of the WITNEss editorial board) and assures him of 
the good will, prayers, and support of its readers. 

Footnote: The man who discovered Alaska in 1741 was 
navigator Capt. Vitus Bering, a Danish Lutheran in the 
service of the Russian government. He built two vessels 
in Kamchatka, the St. Peter and the St. Paul, to lead an ex- 


pedition to America. Bering Sea and Bering Strait com- 
memorate his name. 


Extension Fund Objective 


More than an effort 
to raise funds 


“There is no massing of men with God,” George 
MacDonald says. “When He speaks of gathered men, 
it is as a spiritual body, not as a mass.” 
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To build this spiritual body, Synod and its Districts 
foster a Church Extension program. Ample Church 
Extension funds lengthen the church’s outreach in ex- 
panding centers of population. Last year, Church Exten- 
sion funds of $11,500,000 were assigned on loans. At 
least an equal sum will be required for Church Extension 
in 1958. 

Sometimes we are swept with the thought: Church 
Extension funds will begin to flow and the problems of 
the Church Extension program will diminish if we can 
distribute enough pieces of literature, if we can let enough 
people know about the safe investment they can make 
in the Church Extension Fund at a fair return of interest. 

But this is not true. We cannot dissociate ourselves 
from membership in the body of Christ. Our medium 
is not mass communications but body communications. 

We appeal for Church Extension funds because they 
help build a bloodstream and a nervous system into the 
body of Christ. We appeal to men and women, recon- 
ciled to God through the blood of Christ. We ask them 
to link also the fruits of their physical labors to the 
redemptive program of the Holy Spirit in their time. 

Our Church Extension appeal is not only for hun- 
dreds and thousands of dollars at 3%, 312%, or 4% 
interest; it is the cry: “Be ye reconciled to God.” 


Farmington, Mich. A. K. BOEHMKE 


Loose 


Trouble with Catechism Work? 


Do your children ever have trouble with Catechism 
work? Perhaps this might help. Include in your family 
devotions — and we assume you have them — a minute 
to review one of the 331 main questions in the Catechism. 
Thus you will proceed through the entire Catechism 
about once a year and your children will have an easy 
time of it at confirmation. If you were confirmed in 
German and still use your German copy for review, 
you may find that the change in language makes certain 
passages and questions more understandable. — Faculty 
Newsletter, St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran School, Roselle, Ill. 


The Immeasurable 


A little girl, playing on the seashore, made a hole 
in the sand with her little toy shovel, and then, with the 
bright tin pail her mother had bought her for her birth- 
day, she tried to fill the hole with ocean water. As fast 
as her little legs could carry her, she worked, filling up 
the pail from the ocean and emptying it in the sand hole, 
back and forth as fast as she could run, until her mother 
found her crying, worn out, utterly frustrated with her 
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The Age of Space Travel 


Do you want to travel 
through space? 


The orbiting of Sputnik I excited children far less 
than it did adults, commented a Lutheran parochial 
school teacher in St. Louis. In their young imaginations, 
children, he said, have been playing space man for so 
many years that a sputnik seems nothing extraordinary. 

Cape Canaveral’s successful launchings and the sput- 
niks carrying the mouse and the dog have received tons 
of news reports. Space travel is thousands of years old. 
Read God’s account in 2 Kings 2. 

“What shall I do for thee before I be taken away?” 
asked Elijah of Elisha, who begged, “Let a double por- 
tion of thy spirit be upon me!” And as they went on 
and talked, “there appeared a chariot of fire and horses 
of fire and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went 
up. by a whirlwind into heaven.” 

The resurrected Savior led His disciples to Bethany, 
where He blessed them. “He was parted from them and 
carried up into heaven.” 

When Christ comes again, as the Revelation of 
St. John reveals His coming, man’s flight to heaven will 
not depend on jet propulsion or the nationality of scien- 
tists who reach the moon first. That last and special 
flight to the New Jerusalem will depend upon the faith 
of those who hear a “great voice from heaven saying 
unto them, Come up higher. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud.” 

In the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ — 
“and He shall reign forever and ever” — the elders wor- 
shiping God are saying: “We give Thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; 
because Thou hast taken to Thee Thy great power, and 
hast reigned.” 


Leaves 


first experience in a failure familiar to all mankind. 
Some things cannot be done. We cannot measure the 
immeasurable; we cannot empty the ocean of illimitable 
love with our little tin buckets. There is no mind created 
big enough to grasp the length and width and depth of 
the love of God revealed in Christ. It is a love that 
passeth knowledge. — J. Wallace Hamilton, in Who 
Goes There? Fleming H. Revell Co. 


Congregation Pays the Bill 


St. John’s Congregation supplies each family with 
a copy of the LUTHERAN WITNEss. All who feel in- 
clined to do so are invited to reimburse the congregation 
for their subscription. But whether you pay for your 
subscription or not, we do urge you to read the WITNEssS. 
It is the official publication of our church, bringing us 
all-important announcements, news, and spiritual ar- 
ticles. One who reads the WITNEss faithfully cannot 
help being a better church member. Just as a profes- 
sional man reads his professional journals, so every 
Christian wants to read his religious publications. — 
Bulletin of St. John’s Church, Salt Lake City, Utah 


(347) 11 


MISSION 


OPPORTUNITTE. 


Adequate Church Extension funds are needed to purchase 
new mission sites in rapidly growing residential areas 
before community development makes prices prohibitive. 


Christ the King Lutheran Church and Education Building in growing commu- 
nity of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, was built with the help of Church Extension funds. 


“WE COULD OPEN 79 NEW MISSIONS 
today if we had the money and the men,” 
says Rev. William H. Hillmer, Synod’s 
Secretary of Home Missions. The num- 
ber 79 is based on reports from executive 
secretaries of 13 subsidized Districts. 


Here are reasons why established mis- 
sions urgently plead for funds from the 
Church Extension Committee: 


“We are worshiping in the Seventh-day 
Adventist church, the only available space 
to rent for our services. A first unit for 
congregational worship is essential.” 


“A building for worship is needed in 
this area, where an aircraft plant that will 
employ 15,000 people is being built and 
where the unchurched potential is of con- 
siderable proportion.” 


“The only rental space for services is 


a restaurant-cocktail lounge accommodat- 
ing 85; attendance at worship has been 
averaging 115. To rent a store would 
cost $350 monthly.” 


“There are no commerical buildings, 
halls, or other places where larger groups 
could meet. A house is the only means 
offered as a place to worship. Vacation 
Bible school, Sunday school, and services 
are limited because of space.” 


“Services are now being held in the 
basement of a library. An attendance of 
60 overcrowds the place.” 


“We have conducted services for sev- 
eral years at the Women’s Club. It is 
time for us to erect our first unit for 
worship in this rapidly developing hous- 
ing area.” 


“This request is especially URGENT. 
At first services were held evenings in 


Rite sreenrentcmcininecnnittigniie saan 


A survey of mission expa 
loan for this chapel of 
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mmended a Church Extension 
utheran Church, Bend, Oreg. 


a Christian church; later, in a Boy Scout 
building, which is small. The latter part 
of 1956 the District authorized the erec- 
tion of a Sunday school wing — one 
large room, 20 by 40 feet — to take care 
of services on a temporary basis. The 
congregation has grown very fast with the 
rapidly increasing population, and the 
facilities have long been overtaxed, even 
to the extent that both Sunday school 
children and prospective members are 
being turned away. The original plan 
was to follow through shortly with a 


On this aerial view of suburban Omaha the 
striped area marks 14 lots for a mission 
the Northern Nebraska District will estab- 
lish in a fast-growing housing development. 


An Eastern District Church Extension 
loan of $45,000 granted to St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Orchard Park, N. Y., 
when the congregation had only 85 com- 
municants, was repaid in 10 years. Of 
this amount, $23,000 was repaid during 
the last 19 months. With 325 communi- 
cants today, the church also paid off 
$5,300 on the parsonage mortgage, and 
$4,800 on member-owned notes. Be- 
sides, $3,000 has been laid aside as a 
start for a new addition to be built with- 
out aid from the Church Extension Fund, 
since St. John’s now has equity in prop- 
erty and a respected credit rating based 
on good performance. 


parish hall; however, funds are never 
available.” 


Church building in America is big 
business. Last year more than $1 billion 
was spent for all types of church and 
church-related construction. The Statis- 
tical Yearbook of Synod reports an in- 
crease during 1957 of $42 million in the 
property value of our congregations. 
Congregational indebtedness has also 
risen from $96,988,875 to $118,650,328, 
an increase of $22 million for the past 
year. 


Studying home-mission expansion fields to determine cur- 
rent Church Extension needs for funds. L.—tr.: Fred 
EK. Lietz, Church Extension Fund, Executive Secretary; 
Rey. William C. Hillmer, Secretary of Home Missions; 
and Dr. Herman A. Mayer, Secretary of Missions. 


Synod’s Church Extension Board carefully studies and re- 
views in monthly meetings all District Requests for loan 


applications. 


Church Extension Fund 
Stimulates Growth 


Many Districts with small Lutheran populations can- | 
not supply ample Church Extension funds to expand 
their mission programs as needs arise. These Districts 
frequently ask Synod’s Church Extension Department for 
additional financial assistance. 


In 1956 Synod’s Church Extension Board received 
District loan requests totaling $1,974,370. This large 
sum was in addition to the several millions lent by the 
District Church Extension boards. 


In 1957 Synod’s loans to Districts totaled $4,264,766, 
an increase of 86.2%. 


Last year many individuals, congregations, and or- 
ganizations deposited about $7,500,000 in District 
Church Extension funds and an additional $4,000,000 
in Synod’s general Church Extension Fund. All this 
money has been assigned on loans. 


This year at least an equal amount is needed for 
investment in District and general Church Extension 
funds. During the first half of 1958 Synod allocated 
more than $2,000,000 on loans to Districts. 


Ample funds will permit purchase of sites and pro- 
vide chapels and first units for new congregations. 
Through deposits of savings and investments placed in 
Church Extension funds of Synod and of Districts, 
lenders or givers help carry out the Lord’s great mis- 
sionary command. 


For further information, write to Synod’s Church 
Extension Department, 210 North Broadway, Saint 
Louis 2, Mo. 


Deposits of savings, gifts, memorials, and bequests aid the 
Church Extension Fund. Dr. E. T. Bernthal (right) of De- 
troit hands an endowment-fund check for Church Exten- 
sion Fund to Mr. Lietz. 
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Deposits in Church Extension Fund can be mailed quickly 
and conveniently. Upon receipt of check, Synod’s Assistant 


Treasurer, Charles E. Groerich, immediately sends a note 
to the depositor. 
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Briefly Told 


Hospitality. Redeemer Church (Mis- 
souri Synod), Gresham, Oreg., was host 
in May for a Walther League zone 
rally. Because the~church’s facilities 
were too small for the rally, the con- 
gregation’s youth organization tried to 
rent a school or hall, but found the 
price prohibitive, Rev. Fred W. Behr- 
mann reported to the WITNEss. Trinity 
Lutheran Church (Augustana), also of 
Gresham, granted free use of its plant. 


ELC Elects Woman. The first woman 
elected to a major board of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church is Mrs. Oscar 
Branstad, Forest City, Iowa, past pres- 
ident of the ELC Women’s Missionary 
Federation. At the church’s biennial 
convention in Minneapolis in June she 
was named to the board of Christian 
education, When asked whether dele- 
gates and board members had to be 
males, Dr. O. H. Hove, general secre- 
tary, replied that the constitution did 
not bar women from these positions — 
“only tradition.” 


Religious Art. “Religious art for the 
home should be acquired enthusiastic- 
ally with the idea of handing it on to 
the next generation,” said M. Dolores 
Quinn, teacher at Drexel Institute of 
Technology, to the delegates attending 
the National Catholic Council on 
Home Economics in Philadelphia. 
While it may spend hundreds of dol- 
lars on a TV set, a family may be 
“miserly when it comes to religious art.” 


Alaska. Ground-breaking ceremonies 
for the $5,000,000 Alaska Methodist 
College were held in Anchorage on the 
eve of the Senate’s vote for the terri- 
tory’s entry into the Union. 


Lay Training. Synod’s Secretary of 
Adult Education, Oscar E. Feucht, left 
St. Louis July 3 for a five-week survey 
in Europe of adult education and lay 
training for full-time church work. 
With the aid of a $500 gift from the 
administrative staff and students of the 
St. Louis Lutheran Bible Institute for 
his decade of leadership, he is traveling 
at his own expense. Dr. Feucht will 
visit lay training schools in Sweden. In 


Germany he will observe the program 
of Diakonen, the male counterpart of 
deaconesses. More than 2,500 men are 
engaged in this work in Germany. 


Big Surprise. “What would you say 
if one morning in the mail you received 
a check for $41,569.20? You may say 
that that could never happen to you,” 
states the May issue of Concordia Col- 
lege Camera. Miss Martha Bauman of 
Danville, Ill., made the bequest to the 
Milwaukee Concordia. “Miss Bauman 
had no connection with our school,” 
says the Camera. 


Meals: 30 cents. The liberality of 
Wisconsin Lutherans enables the Mil- 
waukee Concordia commissary to serve 
meals approximating 30 cents each. 
A partial list of donated food from 
Wisconsin supporters includes 40,000 
pounds of potatoes, 200 bushels of 
apples, 112 cans of beans, 70 bushels 
of beets, 50 bushels of cabbage, 155 
boxes of canned goods, 50 bushels of 
carrots, 226 dozen eggs, 40 pounds of 
honey, 20 bags of onions, 200 pump- 
kins. Cash donations: $2,196.50. 


Central altar, pulpit, and circular pews in St. Peter’s Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn., attracted many visitors since dedication 
day, May 4. Valleys of eight triangular windows, meeting 
in the rosebudlike center of the ceiling, symbolize eight gifts 
of the Spirit: wisdom, knowledge, grace, prayer, power, 
strength, sanctification, fear of God. Huge windows flood 
the nave with natural light by day and for evening services 
give a panoramic view of the heavens. A cloistered walk 
joins the church to the six-room school building. Rev. 
Harold F. Schweigert is pastor of the 560 communicants; 
Omar Dittmer, minister of education; and Paul Boerger, 
minister of youth. 
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The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Oakland, Calif., 
was dedicated on June 15. The communicant membership 
now numbers 815, and the Sunday school enrollment, 550. 
A faculty of four, headed by Principal Theo. Tiemann, 
teaches eight grades in the parochial school. Since its in- 
ception in April 1925 the congregation has been served by 


the present pastor, Rev. Frank A. Haedicke. The new 
church, seating 605 worshipers, is located within one block 
of California Concordia College. Dr. J. W. Behnken, Pres- 
ident of Synod, preached at the congregation’s festival serv- 
ice on dedication day, prior to the opening of the California 
and Nevada District convention at Oakland. 
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Prophets 


_ hance our happiness. 


Dangerous Luxuries 


Amos 3:15: “/ will smite the winter 
house with the summer house; and the 
houses of ivory shall perish.” 


Is it a luxury for one family to have 
two cars? How about a TV set upstairs 
and downstairs? Does any family need 
a telephone in each bedroom? 

The prophet Amos once noted that 
some of the Israelites had two houses 
per family. There were winter houses 
and summer houses. Ivory and possibly 
even ebony were used to adorn them. 


_ Because such houses were symbols of 


luxury, God threatened to ruin them. 
What constitutes luxury in our own 


time? Any source of comfort or con- — 


venience that is not really necessary but 
that helps to enrich our lives and en- 
Luxury as such 


bis not wrong. But-.when it diverts our 
_ interests from the things that really 
_ count, it becomes wrong. That hap- 


anes teeiememnenmeanaieniathsient 


pened at the court of King Jeroboam II. 

People were lying on beds of ivory 
and stretching themselves on couches. 
They were eating lambs out of the flock 
and calves from the stall. They were 


inventing instruments of music and 
_ chanting to the sound of the viol. They - 


were drinking wine from bowls and 


anointing themselves with the net of 


ee seeea : 
Was that wrong? Not in itself! But 


5 those were the things which people lived 


for. They gave no thought to God and 


_ the coming day of His visitation. They 


were not concerned about those who | 


_ were: suffering and crying for help. 


The same danger threatens people in 


our land of luxury and plenty. We run. 


the risk of becoming fools by building 
bigger and better homes, faster and 
mor powerful motor cars, costlier and 
more glamorous churches, 
_ These projects have a way of obscur- 
or at least distorting, our religious 
d ethical obligations. They have a 
cy to wean us away from the 
ings that really count. 
ow about helping to bring many 


‘our excessive expenditures to mis- 


: ions? Think of the hungry mouths that 


‘ould be filled and the naked bodies 
lothed if we spent less and gave more! 
Pray God that He would not con- 


_ demn our luxuries, because we find our 


ee luxury in Christ! 
- ALFRED VON Rowe SAUER | 


SAM NSS Ane TUS Aes SACS Eee ne 


people to Christ by diverting some 


Pa eA 


The Gloria 


The Gloria in Excelsis is one of the 
most exultant texts of the Lutheran 
Liturgy. Concerning the Greater Gloria, 
as it is sometimes called, Luther says: 
“It did not grow; nor was it made on 
earth; it came down from heaven.” 


This is literally true, for when Christ 
was born in Bethlehem, a multitude of 
the heavenly host sang: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men,” Luke 2:14. The in- 
spiring words which followed in the 
Greater Gloria were added by the 
church, likely to stress the true mean- 
ing of the Gloria in Excelsis as part of 
our liturgical worship. 


The words Gloria in Excelsis mean 
“Glory in the Highest.” The Latin 
name has been retained and is used by 
Christians in all parts of the world, re- 
gardless of the language they use in 
daily life. 


Related to Kyrie 


In the Kyrie we cry to God for help 
and strength; in the Greater Gloria we 
have the response from heaven, telling 
us that our help and strength are in 
Christ, our Savior. In fact, the words 
of the Kyrie are so closely related to 
the Gloria in Excelsis that they are im- 
bedded in it: “O Lord, the only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb 
of God, Son of the Father, That takest 
away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin 
of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us.” The Lu- 
theran Hymnal, pp. 8, 18 


In the Kyrie we cry to Christ and 
acknowledge Him to be our Lord. We 
continue to pay Him our homage in the 
Greater Gloria when we sing: “For 
Thou only art holy; Thou only art the 
Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 
of God the Father.” 


Addressed to Holy Trinity 


Here we see the close relationship 
between the three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity; all share one another’s glory, 
and to all three we sing: “We praise 
Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
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in Excelsis 


we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee 
for Thy great glory.” 


We honor the Father as our King 
when we sing: “O Lord God, heavenly 
King, God the Father Almighty.” 
Christ, the Son of the Father, is not 
only the Prince of Peace and the Bearer 
of God’s good will to men, but also 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords: 
The Evangelist St. John saw the Savion 
thus when God permitted him to look 
into. heaven and behold the worship: 
conducted by cherubim and seraphim 
and by the redeemed, Rev. 19:16. In 
the Gloria in Excelsis we have a fore- 
taste of that perfect worship in whichi 
we, too, shall participate. 


Song of Triumph 


Because of its exultant character, the 
rubrics of our liturgy suggest that we 
omit the Gloria in Excelsis on the Sun- 
days in the penitential seasons of Ad- 
vent and Lent. Another canticle may 
be substituted on these days, preferably 
one of the nine found on pp. 120—122. 
of The Lutheran Hymnal. The Gloria 
will then return with double force on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day and 
also on Easter Sunday. 


To vary our services without mutilat- 
ing the liturgy, two hymn versions of 
the Gloria in Excelsis, “All Glory Be to 
God on High” (No. 237), and “All 
Glory Be to God Alone” (No. 238), 
may be used as the Gloria in Excelsis. 
Occasionally the choir may sing the 
Gloria in a good choral arrangement. 
Because of its distinctive content, the 
Gloria Patri should not be substituted 
for the Gloria in Excelsis. 


The Gloria in Excelsis will not seem 
long or tedious when we bear in mind 
that it is our song of gratitude to the 
Triune God who, through Jesus, gives 
us His boundless grace in richest meas- 
ure. The Gloria in Excelsis is the 
church’s great song of triumph, and in 
it, as in the Sanctus, we show forth that 
heaven and earth are full of the glory 
of the Lord. Indeed, the Kyrie and the 
Gloria in Excelsis constitute a glorious 
climax in our wonderful Trinitarian and 
Christ-centered worship. 


WALTER E. BuszIN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
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Question: Why do our pas- 

tors keep telling us that we 

¢ do not know the location of 

heaven because the Bible does not 

tell us? We do know where it is, as 

Gen. 1:8; 28:17; 2 Sam. 22:8; Matt. 
3:17; and Phil. 3:20, 21 show us. 


Answer: You overlook the fact that 
the term heaven has various meanings 
in the Bible; for example, the firma- 
ment, the starry heaven, the abode of 
God and the angels, and the heaven 
Or paradise to which the believers go at 
death (Luke 16:22; 23:43; Phil. 1:23). 
We refer to this last meaning when we 
profess ignorance of heaven’s location. 
God has not revealed it to us. 

This is one of the many questions 
which we cannot answer now, but 
which we shall know hereafter. Let us 
be less concerned about the location of 

heaven and more concerned about get- 
ting there when our pilgrimage here on 


earth ends. Read John 14:1-6. 

sist the pastor at the altar 
= during the distribution of 

Holy Communion by wiping and re- 

filling the chalice for him? 


Question: May an elder as- 


Answer: We believe that a majority 
of our people would favor having only 
ordained pastors officiate at the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper. The pas- 
tor’s performance of this service is one 
of the functions for which he is called, 
and it is also in greater harmony with 
1 Cor. 4:1, where ministers are desig- 
nated the stewards (administrators) of 
the mysteries of God. The same is true 
of other ministerial acts, such as bap- 
tisms, weddings, and funerals. These 
are official acts and should ordinarily 
be performed by ordained pastors only. 

Yet we must grant the congregation 
the right to supply the pastor with other 
types of assistance if no ordained pas- 

tor is available, just as we have always 
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What's the 
ANSWER ? 


® Heaven — location not revealed? 
® Elders — assist with Communion? 
@ Burdens — punishment for sin? 


® Image of God — physical likeness? 


granted that informed laymen may per- 
form emergency baptism. We do be- 
lieve, however, that if congregations 
supply their pastors with such help, 
these assistants ought to be men of 
blameless character and of dignified 
appearance and manner. We believe, 
too, that men who assist the pastor at 
the altar ought to be robed. 
has a heavy burden to bear, 
- should he be worried by the 


thought that God is punishing him 
for past sins? 


Question: When a Christian 


Answer. There are various causes for 
the burdens which God’s children must 
bear in this life. Some burdens are 
instigated by Satan, as the burdens of 
Job were; some are the result of care- 
less, immoderate, or impure living; 
some seem to have no apparent cause. 
But no burden ever comes without 
God’s knowledge or consent. (Matt. 
0229530) 

It is always wholesome for a child 
of God to examine himself honestly 
to see “if there be any wicked way” 
in him (Ps. 139:23, 24) for which the 
Lord is calling him to task, as He did 
the Corinthians (1 Cor. 11:28-32). 

On the other hand, afflictions are not 
always the result of special sins but 
tokens of God’s love and mercy (Ps. 
25:10) intended to test our faith, to 
draw us to His Word and prayer, to 
help us conquer the lust of sin, and 
eventually to obtain the victory. 

Far from tormenting himself with the 
thought of punishment for past sins, 
a child of God should be thankful that 
God is interested in his welfare and 
should humbly confess his sins, even 
those which he does not know, beseech- 
ing Him for mercy and _ confidently 
trusting that He will cause those bur- 
dens to work together for his everlast- 
ing good. (Rom. 8:28) 
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Question: If man was made 
in the image of God, how do 
you explain prehistoric and 
Stone-Age man? Such men do not 
look much like my conception of 
God, and yet they existed. 


Answer: The image in which God 
created man was not a physical but 
a spiritual likeness. God is a spirit, 
without flesh and bones (John 4:24; 
Luke 24:39). The resemblance be- 
tween man and his Maker consisted of 
blissful knowledge of God (Col. 3:10) 
and perfect righteousness and holiness 
(Eph. 4:24). The human form of 
Jesus was not a replica of the invisible 
God, but the flesh and blood which 
He assumed so that He could suffer 
and die for us. (Heb. 2:14, 15; Gal. 
4:4, 5) 

As for prehistoric and Stone-Age 
man: If you are thinking of people 
living on earth before Adam and Eve, 
you are assuming that people were 
living on earth before the earth was 
created. Adam and Eve were definitely 
the first people on earth, created on 
the sixth day. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:7, 22; 
Slee? Romeo 4s Gora loe4ocale lim: 
eie3)) 

There is and. can be no recorded 
history of anything that happened be- 
fore the events concerning creation 
which Moses by divine inspiration re- 
cords in Genesis. 

Whatever men may say and write 
about people who lived prior to Adam 
and Eve is a fanciful theory. You will 
have to choose between believing the 
Word of God, who Himself created the 
world and man, who still speaks to 
man in the Scriptures, and between the 
word of men, who were not present at 
the Creation and must, therefore, make 
their deductions on the basis of human 


relics, artifacts, implements, inscrip- 
tions, interments, monuments, and 
other records. O. E. SOHN 
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LLL Convention Urged to “Believe and Confess” 


1. Family devotions in “Believe and Confess.” Ted (Ted 1. 


Labrenz), his wife Jane (Ruth Rieck), and their daughter 


Mary (Sandra Carrico). 


2. “How do you bring a person back?” Jane, concerned 
about her friend Madge (Phyllis Bunke, not shown), 


asks Ted. 


3. “Here’s a little folder,” says Ted to his fellow worker 
Bill (Rev. Robert Clausen, author, producer, and director 


of the play). 


4. When Jill (Helen Struyk) asks, “What would you do?” 
Mary answers, “Trust in God and pray.” 


Four days of inspiration, informa- 
tion, and fellowship characterized the 
41st annual convention of the inter- 
national Lutheran Laymen’s League, 
which met in San Diego, Calif., June 29 
to July 2. Headquarters were the U.S. 
Grant Hotel. 

The convention elected officers, 
adopted 17 resolutions endorsing var- 
ious phases of the League’s program, 
and heard LLL and synodical officials 
report on the problems and opportuni- 
ties facing the league and the church. 

A. W. “Pete” Herrmann of New 
Orleans was re-elected president of the 
103,000-member organization for his 
second two-year term. Mr. Herrmann 
is in the office-furniture business. 
Harold C. Bohlmann, a certified public 
accountant in St. Louis, was elected 
financial secretary, succeeding Edward 
H. Schmidt, who has served the con- 
stitutional limit. 

Elected to the Board of Governors 
were: Theodore Harre, Lakeland, Fla., 
Region 2; Fred Polzin, Milwaukee, 6; 
Otto A. Dietrich, River Forest, Ill., 8. 
Edwin Gockel, Mentor, Ohio; Charles 
Barsun, San Antonio, Tex.; Harold 
Meyer, Fargo, N. Dak.; and Harry Nel- 
son, San Francisco, were re-elected. 


Speakers at the convention included: 
Dr. John W. Behnken, President of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod; 
Rev. George W. Wittmer, pastoral ad- 
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viser of the LLL and President of the 
Western District of Synod; Dr. O. P. 
Kretzmann, president of Valparaiso 
University; and Rev. Victor L. Behn- 
ken, President of the Southern Cali- 
fornia District of the Missouri Synod. 

In his convention address, Dr. Behn- 
ken appealed to the individual mem- 
bers of the league to support Synod’s 
budget of $16,000,000. He stressed 
the need for funds to meet the church’s 
opportunities throughout the world. 
The synodical president also pointed 
out that even in the church’s work, the 
purchasing power of the dollar has de- 
creased materially in the past few years. 

Pastor Wittmer addressed more than 
1,500 delegates and guests at the open- 
ing convention service and Lutheran 
Hour rally in the Greek Amphitheater 
on the campus of California Western 
University. The Parade of Nations and 
music by three choral groups were spe- 
cial features of the rally. 

Dr. Kretzmann told 600 persons at 
the convention banquet that despite 
“nuclear power and fear and hate . 
this is still the day of God’s power.” 
Title of the Lutheran university presi- 
dent’s address was “The Power and the 
Glory.” Milton Carpenter, former 
league treasurer and now Director of 
Revenue for Missouri, was the toast- 
master. 


Presentation of a two-act play, “Be- 
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lieve and Confess,” was one of the high-. 
lights of the convention. Written by 
Rev. Robert Clausen of Gary, Ind., the 
drama depicted the wrong and the right 
way to conduct family devotions and 


to witness to Jesus Christ. Both believ- 
ing and confessing were emphasized in 
the production, which held the audience 
spellbound. The script is available for 
presentation to men’s clubs and other 
church groups. 

Social highlights of the convention 
included: a luncheon and flower fiesta 
for 400 ladies in San Diego’s Balboa 
Park on Monday afternoon; and a boat 
tour of San Diego Harbor, culminating 
in a buffet supper and vesper service 
on Shelter Island on Monday evening. 
Chaplain Raymond C. Hohenstein de- 
livered the vesper message. . 


Approximately 1,300 persons par- 
ticipated in various convention events. 
The San Diego meeting marked a new 
high in the number of laymen who ex- 
pressed themselves on various subjects. 
They used microphones strategically 
placed on the convention floor. 

Stanford Bruns and Erich Lembke, 
both of San Diego, were general co- 
chairmen of the convention. More than 
600 delegates registered. 

The convention voted to hold the 
1960 gathering in Minneapolis. The 
1959 meeting will bring members of 
the LLL to Buffalo, N.Y. E.F.K. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


claimed to be Christian. 


CHALLENGE TO CHURCH 


(Continued from page 9) 


The tremendous increase in popula- 
tion occurring chiefly among non-Chris- 
tian people poses another population 
problem. Christianity is becoming more 
and more a minority religion. In 1933 
almost 35% of the world’s population 
Today that 
percentage has shrunk to about 30.5%. 
Nationalism and nationalistic yearnings 
have played a part, since Christianity 
has often been identified with Western 
imperialism. Nevertheless tremendous 
increases in population among these 
so-called “backward” people have also 
had their effect. Here is another chal- 
lenge to the church and its members. 


Proper Use of Science 


Science has raised other problems, 
too, problems which it finds itself in- 
capable of solving. For science itself is 
amoral — neither good nor bad. Chlo- 
rine gas can be used to purify water 
supplies, or it can be used to kill human 
beings. Psychology and psychiatry can 
be used to relieve men of some of their 
frustrations and problems, or it can be 
used to brainwash people. Atomic 
energy can be used as a source of in- 
dustrial power, or it can be used to blot 
out whole cities. 

These products of scientific advance 
are in themselves neutral. Indeed, they 
are essentially good, since they are 
God’s gifts. The problem lies in the use 
that is made of them. Here the church 
and the Christians must speak out. We 
have an obligation to raise our voices 
and to help our fellow human beings 
solve these problems so that these gifts 
may be used for the glory of God and 


the welfare of our fellow men. 


Files Dismissal of Suit 


To Halt Nuclear Testing 


The United States Atomic Energy 
Commission has asked the Federal Dis- 
trict Court in Washington, D.C., to 
dismiss a suit brought by an interna- 
tional group of leading clergymen and 
laymen to enjoin the AEC from con- 
ducting nuclear tests that result in 
dangerous fallout. 

In filing the dismissal motion the 
Government contends the plaintiffs have 
“no legal standing” in asking the Fed- 
eral court to review the “determination 
of Congress and the President that the 
tests are a necessary measure for na- 
tional defense and safety.” 

“Fully authorized” by the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, testing is a “valid 
exercise of the constitutional war power 
in furtherance of national defense.” 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters mot pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Three-Year-Olds in Church 


Citing the case of a tot who “ran up 
and down the length of the bench, 
screamed, and clapped her hands 
through the whole service,’ J. M. of 
Illinois (July 1) said: “It is asking a lot 
of a three-year-old to sit through a 
church service.” 


Favors Use of Nursery 


I firmly favor having small children 
left in the nursery until they reach an 
age where they can understand what is 
expected of them. 


One argument for bringing small 
children into church is that they are 
exposed to the reverent atmosphere. At 
our church there are, at best, three or 
four children in the nursery each Sun- 
day. But picture this scene in the 
church: babies being fed and burped; 
toddlers scribbling on the church bulle- 
tin or looking at a picture book and 
pestering Mommy with a “What’s that?” 
a game of peek-a-boo with a hanker- 
chief, and so on. 

These are distractions. All I can say 
is: “This is a reverent atmosphere?” Is 
church a place for shushing, scoldings, 
and playtime? 

Indiana CAGEES 


Pay Attention to the Lord 


I feel the mother was good even to 
take her little child to church. 

I have been out for dinner after 
church and heard people say, “Didn't 
she have a nice hat?” or, “Didn’t he 
have a nice suit.” 

What good did it do to go to church? 

When you go to church, you should 
keep your mind on what you went there 
for. You shouldn’t pay any attention 
to anyone else but the Lord. You 
shouldn’t care who is in back of you 
or in front of you. 


Storm Lake, Iowa ESE 


Few Good “Spanks” 


In my Sunday school class it’s a joy 
to see and hear what children from 
three to five think and know of their 
precious Lord Jesus. 

I’m not saying any parent should let 
a youngster disturb the whole church. 
That’s where a good shaking or a few 
spanks will do a great deal of good. 


Millington, Mich. Mrs. E. PECHE 
(355) 


Where Were Her Parents? 


When are children going to learn to 
sit still if not when they are young? 
A child shouldn’t move up and down 
the bench and scream in church. 
Where were her parents? They surely 
don’t allow that when they are visiting 
in a friend’s home. Little children can 
play quietly if they have to play. 

Mrs. DONALD SCHMELING 

Milford, lowa 


Not Only Three-Year-Olds Disturb 


It is surprising how much a three- 
year-old can participate in the church 
service. Ours knew the Lord’s Prayer 
and sang part of the liturgy. 

Any three-year-old can tell you about 
the Lone Ranger, Davy Crocket, etc. 
Then why should our little ones be too 
young to learn about Jesus? 

I don’t feel that going to the nursery 
will settle anything. Sometimes a good 
spanking in the nursery and then com- 
ing back into church will cure a lot. 

It isn’t only the three-year-olds who 
disturb worshipers; there are adults who 
whisper, chew gum, or fall asleep. 

Mrs. FRANCIS NOWACK 

Rolfe, lowa 


Try Prayer 


Because of one complaint against one 
parent and one child, don’t make it 
against all parents and all three-year- 
olds. Let us pray for better parents, 
better children, better church attend- 
ance, and better understanding of every- 
one’s actions. Next Sunday, if you 
should find yourself sitting near the 
same child, be courteous and move! 
Don’t force the child to go, for if she 
is so unruly, her mother needs all the 
help the good Lord can give her. 

Mrs. RICHARD GROEN 

Algona, lowa 


Better than Snoring 


When our son was just a baby, he 
became disturbed during a service and 
started to cry. We did get him quieted 
down, but we were embarrassed. As 
we were leaving the church, we apol- 
ogized to the minister. He smiled and 
said: “It’s more blessed to hear a baby’s 
cry than a sinner’s snore.” How true! 

Mrs. L. R. HIRONEMUS 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 
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“Don’t Marry a Catholic!” 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“The best advice that can be received 
by any non-Catholic who is contemplat- 
ing marriage with a [Roman] Catholic 
isueme OTL EGO le 

“If you are a non-Catholic marrying 
a [Roman] Catholic in the [Roman] 
Catholic Church, you must make an 
agreement — binding you as a person 
of honor — never to interfere with your 
partner’s Catholic religion . . . and to 
have all your children baptized and 
educated in the [Roman] Catholic faith. 
can be contracted 
prescribed by the 
Church — before 
could have no serv- 


“Your marriage 
only in the form 
[Roman] Catholic 
a priest — and you 


ice of your own religion, if you belong 
to one. You will contract to live your 
married life according to the laws of the 
[Roman] Catholic Church. 


Don’t! It’s good advice. Don’t 
marry a Roman Catholic if you are 
not a member of that church. 


The arguments have been stated 
by Roman Catholics and Protestants 
alike. Disinterested sociologists and 
family counselors agree with re- 
ligious leaders that the percentage 
is against mixed marriages. 


Religious leaders place spiritual 
considerations first. Protestant pas- 
tors, among them also Lutheran pas- 
tors, fear that the non-Catholic will 
be won over or maneuvered into 
the Roman Catholic Church. Roman 
Catholic priests have been aware of 
the danger of defection from their 
church. Sometimes a mixed mar- 
riage becomes a marriage in which 
both parties are unchurched and the 
family is irreligious. 


For Protestants — for Lutherans 
— the pledge exacted of any non- 
Catholic who wants his marriage to 
a Roman Catholic sanctioned by 
the Roman Catholic Church ought 
to be a decided deterrent. If the 
non-Catholic does not join the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, his spouse 
must remain in the church, and all 


Comment 


“Your family — religiously speak- 
ing — will be divided from the start. 
It will be you against all the rest... . 
In a marriage union in which there 
should be perfect unity, there will 
always be the one-all-important mat- 
ter upon which unity will be impos- 
Sibley 

“Any religious organization — or any 
individual — who places a value both 
on marriage and religion, cannot be 
blind to the dangers of mixed mar- 
riages. In particular, the [Roman] 
Catholic Church sees in mixed mar- 
riage a danger to the faith of the 
[Roman] Catholic party . . . the prob- 
ability of domestic discord . . . a danger 
to the faith of the children . . . and 
great difficulties in their upbringing and 
education.” 


“Don’t Marry A _ Catholic!” 
“Yes . . . I Condemned the Catholic Church,” 
No. 15, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. 


pp. 25, 26 in 


the children must become members 
of the church. 


In numbers, the gain is all on the 
side of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Admittedly, there may be conflicts 
and tensions within the family, but 
the demands of the Roman Catholic 
Church must be met! The agree- 
ment, it is said, “safeguards the 
proper marriage ceremony for a [Ro- 
man] Catholic. ... It safeguards the 
religious faith of the children.” 


Note, too — the quotation is from 
the article cited, p. 28 —the state- 
ment continues: ‘The [Catholic] 
partner also signs a similar agree- 
ment with the addition that he will 
pray and make sacrifices for the con- 
version of the non-Catholic, if this 
should be God’s will.” 


This Roman Catholic writer is 
quite explicit in his statement: “To 
the non-Catholic we say — Don’t 
marry a [Roman] Catholic. But if 
you do, then do it in the right way 
— in a marriage the [Roman] Cath- 
olic has been taught to recognize as 
valid.” Do it the Roman Catholic 
way, he says, or don’t do it at all. 


We agree. Don’t marry a Roman 
Catholic. Cart S. MEYER 


(356) 


et 


District Conventions 


Northwest 
June 9—I13, Portland, Oreg. 


Twenty-five new congregations dur- 
ing the past year started or completed 
construction of churches, Executive 
Secretary E. W. Hinrichs reported: 
Since the 1957 convention 18 men have 
entered the District’s mission field. 

Rev. Omar Stuenkel, missionary to 
Fairbanks, Alaska, and Rev. Erhardt 
P. Weber, president of the Portland 
Concordia, were introduced. 

The District petitioned the 1959 
synodical convention to re-establish the 
freshman high school year at the Port- 
land school and, if feasible, to institute 
a deaconess-training program under 
Synod’s direct supervision. ; 

Prof. David Schuller, speaking oni 
“Law and Gospel in the Modern 
Church’s Ministry,” said ministers must 
avoid the temptation of becoming like 
the “appealing Mr. Peale” and of for- 
getting the “appalling St. Paul.” 

In the second essay, “Aims of Chris- 
tian Education,” Prof. Karl Keller saw 
secular education “admitting that God! 
exists and then . . . denying Him any 
significant voice.” 

According to the secular view, he: 
said, the psychological, social, and phys- 
iological needs of man are purely bio- 
logical in their origin, while the Chris- 
tian view begins with God’s planning 
and order. F. R. Riess 


California and Nevada 
June 16—19, Oakland, Calif. 


When the 1959 synodical convention 
meets in San Francisco, the delegates 
will act on a memorial of the California 
and Nevada District asking that Synod 
proceed to establish a school of higher 
learning (seminary level) near the San 
Francisco Bay area. 

“This past year the Lord has been 
good to us,” President Arthur C. Nitz 
told 135 pastors, 30 teachers, and 84 
lay delegates. He noted an increase of 
2,302 communicants, including 1,685 
newly received adults, and 1,760 Sun- 
day school children. 

Because almost 60% of California’s 
11 million people are unchurched, he 
declared that “with the love of Christ 
constraining us, we ought to be the most 
evangelism-minded of the churches.” 

Since July 1957, Mission and Church 
Extension Committee chairman W. G. 
Polack announced, 10 new mission units 
have been built, bought, or dedicated: 
13 new mission chapels are under con- 
struction; five new sites have been pur- 
chased; and 21 stations are operating 
without sites or property. 
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Admitted to membership were 21 
new congregations, 16 pastors, and 
three teachers. 

Many congregations are fostering a 
more intensive program of enlisting lay 
talents for the work of Christ’s king- 
dom, the Stewardship Committee re- 
ported. Each month during the past 
four years the District has remitted one 
twelfth of its share to Synod; 82 par- 
ishes now make monthly remittances to 
the District. STANLEY A. QUEBE 


Central 
June 16—20, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


By 1990, according to Stewardship 
Secretary E. H. Zimmermann’s forecast, 
Synod will have 16,000 congregations, 
37 schools to train pastors and teach- 
ers, and 14,700 students in training. 

The convention adopted two resolu- 
tions concerning a new preparatory 
college to serve the Central, English, 
and Michigan Districts: 


“Resolved, That we hereby petition 
Synod’s Board for Higher Education to 
continue to examine this situation and 
to prepare further detailed studies as to 
site, type, and cost of a junior college 
in southeast Michigan.” 

“Resolved, That if the Board for 
Higher Education approves, we re- 
spectfully petition the 44th regular 
convention of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod to authorize the estab- 
lishment of a junior college in southeast 
Michigan and to direct Synod’s Board 
of Directors and Board for Higher 
Education to move with dispatch 
toward establishing this end.” 


The District welcomed nine new con- 
gregations, 12 pastors, and 14 teachers. 
Since last June six missions were 

“opened; five became self-supporting. 

“Strange Altars — A Scriptural Ap- 
praisal of the Lodge,” the convention 
essay presented by Rev. Julius Acker, 
showed that Synod’s position on lodgery 
is based four-square on the Bible. 

“Let us set a fast pace,” said synod- 
ical Vice-President Oliver R. Harms in 
the opening address. “Non-Christian 
groups each year are gaining 10 times 
the number of adherents that are 
brought into the Christian churches. 
Let us in these days set the tempo for 
the next 12 months in the Central 
District.” E. W. LICHTSINN 


Northern Illinois 
June 23—26, River Forest, Ill. 


Preaching at the opening service, 
Synod’s President scored indifference to 
doctrine throughout much of world 

Protestantism. The ecclesiastical atmos- 
phere is charged with an “overlook- 
doctrinal - difference - and - get - together - 
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spirit,” he said. “It has developed into 
a kind of ecumenical intoxication.” 

The spiritual complacency and the 
carnal security which threaten our 
church, can be overcome “only in the 
measure in which we contend for the 
truth, watch, and pray,” District Presi- 
dent Arthur F. Werfelmann told the 
655 registered delegates. 

The District lists 117 schools, with 
16,280 pupils and 535 teachers; 41,325 
Sunday school pupils and 4,600 teach- 
ers. Last year 98 vacation Bible schools 
and 13 branches of Concordia Bible 
Institute were conducted. 

In 1957 the District’s 103,797 com- 
municants gave $10,705,563 for the 
work of the church at home and 
abroad, a per-member contribution of 
$103.14. 

Funds voted by the delegates include 
$1,000,000 to be collected for adding 
two wings to the Home for the Aged 
at Arlington Heights; $175,000 toward 
purchase of a camp site for youth or- 
ganizations; $875,000 to be gathered in 
the triennium of 1961—63 for the con- 
struction of an auditorium-chapel at the 
River Forest teachers college. 


Rup. L. GEFFERT 


South Wisconsin 
June 23—26, Milwaukee, Wis. 


In setting the theme for the conven- 
tion, “Rise! To Arms!” President Her- 
bert W. Baxmann pointed to the signing 
of the Augsburg Confession on June 23, 
1530. 

“We are priceless heirs of all that 
the signers of the document fought 
for,” he said. “The way the clergy and 
the laity rose to arms 438 years ago is 
an incentive for us to rise to arms, to 
make similar sacrifices in defense of the 
truth, and to share it with others.” 

Wisconsin is a mission field in its 
own right, with 36% of its population 
unchurched and three counties listed as 
70% unchurched. Six areas in southern 
Wisconsin were designated for intensive 
mission activity. 

The District’s schools during the past 
school year showed a record increase, 
both in enrollment and in the number 
of classrooms, 25, and teachers, 25, 
added. Total figures show 9,643 pupils 
enrolled in 63 schools, with 319 
teachers. 

Adopted resolutions encouraged con- 
gregations to establish scholarship funds 
to aid students attending synodical 
schools; authorized a $300,000 cam- 
paign for expansion of facilities for 
college and university campus work at 
Madison and Milwaukee; granted Dis- 
trict workers 10¢ a mile to°compensate 
for mileage and auto replacement. 


LUTHER T. STREUFERT 


(357) 


National Luther League 
Aids Moslem Missions 


The National Luther League of the 
National Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Finnish) contributed $700 to Moslem 
Missions of the Synodical Conference. 
The gift was made at the recent con- 
vention of the young leaguers at Iron- 
wood, Mich. 


Pastors Oesleby (left) and Kotila 


Rev. Herman J. Kotila of Prentice, 
Wis., president of the National Luther 
League, presented the check to Rev. 
Christian B. C. Oesleby, pastor of Saint 
Luke’s Lutheran Church in Ironwood, 
who represented the Missouri Synod’s 
Board for Foreign Missions. 


Commission on Healing 
Reports Findings 
To Church of England 


The Church of England in 1953 ap- 
pointed a 28-man commission of phy- 
sicians and ministers “to consider the 
theological, medical, psychological, and 
pastoral aspects of ‘Divine Healing.’ ” 

The hope and the faith that religion 
can give — stated the commission’s re- 
port released in June—provide a 
valuable basis for recovery; however, 
barring the exceptional miracle, they 
do not substitute for pills and scalpels. 

Because of fear and anxiety “many 
sick persons are in need of assistance 
which medical science in itself cannot 
supply,” the commission granted. But 
in cases claiming spiritual healing 
“there could never be established scien- 
tific evidence which would compel the 
conclusion that it was the spiritual con- 
tent of the ministrations which had 
brought about the cure.” 


$100,000 to Austin Concordia 


The attorney for the estate of the 
late Robert Malcolmson of Cypress, 
Tex., told the Austin Concordia that 
Mr. Malcolmson left the college one 
third of his estate, and that Concordia’s 
share would be about $100,000. 
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Deaths 


WILLIAM F. DoMMER, June 17, 1888, 
Denham, Ind., to June 5, 1958, Perryville, 
Mo.; son of August and Emma Schmolin- 
ski Dommer; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1913; parishes: Lebanon, Agar, Gettys- 
burg, Pembrook, and Seneca, S. Dak.; 
Andover, S. Dak.; Farrar, Mo., 1935—S7, 
when he retired for reasons of health. 
Survivors: Minnie Marxen Dommer; sons 
Rev. Marxen and Robert; daughters Mil- 
dred Marsh and Esther Kaempfe. Funeral: 
June 10, Perryville, Mo. 


EpWarD G. FIsCHER, March 16, 1872, 
Quincy, Ill., to May 24, 1958, Gotha, Fla.; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1894; mis- 
sionary at large, Florida, 1894—1903; par- 
ishes: Beaumont, Tex.; Ruma and Mill- 
stadt, Ill.; Zion, Gotha, and Trinity, 
Orlando, and missions in Mims, Sharp’s 
Corner, and Gainesville, Fla., 1921—S5, 
when he retired. Survivors: Sophia De- 
Vedig Fischer; sons George, Edward, Hans, 
and Olin; daughters Ernestine Weis. Irene 
Roth, Aletha Ferraguto, and Muriel Har- 


rison. Funeral: May 27, 1958, Gotha; 
interment, Woodlawn Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Orlando. 

EuGENE T. LOCHNER, March 3, 1888, 


Farmington, Mich., to June 22, 1958, Ap- 
pleton, Wis.; son of Daniel and Johanne 
Gotsch Lochner; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1911; parishes: Canton, Mo.; Storm 
Lake and Newell, Iowa; Chicago, IIL; 
Vincennes, Ind.; Garrett and Auburn, Ind.; 
Lima, Ohio; Hopkins and Dorr, Mich.; 
Pickett, Wis.; Shobonier, Il. Survivors: 
Martha Leisering Lochner; son Eugene; 
daughters Cordelia Jung and Helen Prince. 
Funeral: June 24, 1958, Appleton; June 25, 
1958, Fort Wayne, Ind.; interment, Con- 
cordia Lutheran Cemetery, Fort Wayne. 


WALTER A. LorRETZ, Jan. 1, 1888, Oak- 
land, Calif., to May 28, 1958, Oakland; 
son of Louis and Emma Hagist Loretz; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1912; par- 
ishes: Richmond, Terra Bella, Orange, 
Dinuba, San Luis Obispo, Calif., 1932 to 
1957, when he retired. Survivors: Marie 
Truetzel Loretz; daughter Frieda Pierson. 
Funeral: May 30, Piedmont, Calif.; inter- 
ment, Mountain View Cemetery, Oakland. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
lednined: CANDIDATES 


Boecler, Paul A. O., The Village Church in 
Ladue, St.Louis, Mo., by Paul Boecler, 
June 22. 

Graef, Herman F., St. Paul, Eden, N.Y., by 
Frederick A. Graef, June 15. 

Mack, Luther J., Trinity, Vesper, Wis., by 
Christian Mack, June 15. 

Reidenbach, Kenneth, Concordia, Chicago, IIl., 
by August C. Waechter, June 22. 


Ordained and Installed: 

Raedeke, Robert, Concordia, Sioux City, Iowa, 
by T. A. Raedeke, June 15. 

Seefeldt, Eugene P., St. John, Pleasant Ridge, 
Il.., by G. K. Schmidt, June 8. 

Steffen, Roger, St. Paul, Parkersburg, W. Va., 
by Alfred J. Boester, June 15. 

Streufert, Victor, asst., St. Paul (Austin), Chi- 
cago, Ill., by Alfred R. Streufert, June 22. 
Tucker, Donald, Zion, Hoskins, Nebr., by 

Philip Unterschultz, June 15. 
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Installed: PASTORS 


Benken, F. Richard, Madison Lutheran, Madi- 
son, Conn., by C. B. Pauluhn, Junel. _ 
Dorpat, Theodore E., as institutional mission- 
ary in Spokane, Wash., by Roland A. Koch, 

June 15. 

Ernstmeyer, K. W., St. Paul, Utica, Nebr., by 
Fred W. Bangert, June 15. 

Ertman, Charles L., Gethsemane, Hacketts- 
town, N. J., by J. W. Leinninger, June 15. 

Fricke, Harry C., Trinity, El Paso, Ill., by 
Herman A. Etzold, June 15. 

Graudin, Arthur F., Trinity, Swissvale, Pa., by 
Aug. F. Brunn, June 15. 

Guenther, E. F., Immanuel, Breckinridge, 
Okla., by A. H. Meitler, June 8. 

Hobus, Robert A., Our Shepherd, Greendale, 
Wis., by C. W. Stradtman, June 8. 

Janssen, Immanuel R., St. John, East Moline, 
Ill., by John L. Stuebe, May 11. 

Kellerman, A. T., Grace, Blairstown, Iowa, by 
Fred H. Voigtmann, May 11. 

Kuring, Henry, Sr., St. John, Evansville, Il., 
by M. H. Gross, June 15. 

Kuring, Henry, Jr., Trinity, Red Bud, Ill, by 
Henry Kuring, Sr., June 15. 

Malotky, Harold E., St. John, Waco, Nebr., by 
H. G. Bickel, June 8. 

Mau, John A., Bethel, Evergreen Park, Ill., by 
Marvin Nicolaus, June 15. 

Munro, Jack, Faith, Oakville, Mo., by Pres. 
George W. Wittmer, June 15. 

Opsahl, Bruce H., St. Paul, Flemington, N. J., 
by Hans A. Voss, June 1. 

Sass, Frank M., Zion, Arcadia, Iowa, by Theo. 
A. Tews, June 8. 

Scheelk, Leo, First, Lakeview, Oreg., by E. P. 
Leising, June 11. 

Schultz, W. G., St. Paul, Chenoa-Lexington, 
Ill., by Ernest Glock, June 8. 

Seehagel, Walter F., Zion, Wetaskiwin, Alta., 
Canada, by F. A. Schole, June 15. 

Stein, Fred C., St. Peter, St. Joseph, Mo., by 
Theo. G. Schoech, June 8. 

Weseloh, Melvin L., Trinity, Hill City, and 
Grace, Remer, Minn., by R. R. Schulz, 
June 15. 

Zehner, Carl E., Jefferson Park, Chicago, III1., 
by Edgar H. Behrens, June 8. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Gandt, Carl O., Walther Lutheran High School, 
Melrose Park, Ill., by Henry J. Boettcher, 
Sept. 22, 1957. 

Masenthin, Roland, St. John, Monroeville, Ind., 
by Roy Schroeder, June 15. 

Nordbrock, Edgar E., Salem, Homewood, III., 
by W. W. Wilk, June 22. 

Novak, John, St. Paul, Sheboygan, Wis., by 
Em. Malkow, June 8. 

Steinbach, Cand. Ronald W., St. John, New 
Germany, Minn., by Robert G. Heyne, 
June 1. 

Timmerman, Willard, St. John, San Francisco, 
Calif., by B. F. Kurzweg, Sept. 8, 1957. 

Walther, Richard L., as principal, St. John, 
San Francisco, Calif., by B. F. Kurzweg, 
Sept. 8, 1957. 


Official Notices 


A. P. Starck, Green Lake Drive, Elkorn, 
Wis., is herewith declared eligible for a call. 
ce Me KRvueEGER, President, Central Dis- 
rict. 


Rev. Martin Slovak, formerly of the Slovak 
Ev. Lutheran Church, has transferred to our 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod and ac- 
cepted a call to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Peru, Ind.— Orromar Krvugcer, President, 
Central District. 


Rev. Arthur E. Widiger has been appointed 
Visitor of Circuit No.2 (New Orleans area), 
Southern District, to succeed Rev. Victor 
Schulz, who has accepted a call into another 
District. —Epcar HomricHaUsEN, President, 
Southern District. 


Rev. Bernard Staake, Ogallala, Nebr., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Ogallala Circuit, 
Southern Nebraska District, to succeed Rev. 
E. Walter Bellmann, who has accepted a call 
into another circuit of the District. 

Rev. Philip G. Becker, Falls City, Nebr., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Falls City 
Circuit, Southern Nebraska District, to suc- 
ceed Rev. M. Dreyer, who has accepted a call 
into another circuit of the District. — Henry 
a teeta: President Southern Nebraska Dis- 
rict. 


Garner L. Huffines of Chicago IIL, has re- 
quested a colloquy to be a teacher in our 


Synod. — A. H. WeERFELMANN, President, 
Northern Illinois District. 
Rev. J. Rath, Spencer, Nebr., has been 


appointed Visitor of the Seventh Circuit, 
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Northern Nebraska District, to succeed Rew 
W. Hartmann, who has accepted a call int) 
another District. — FREDERICK A. NIEDNEIE 
President, Northern Nebraska District. 


Notices 


A circular from Peter Chang of the “Chrisi 
tian Chinese Lutheran Mission,’ Kowloon 
Hong Kong, has come to a number of ou) 
pastors and members. Since this undertakin 
is not a part of our mission enterprise i 
Hong Kong, we suggest that the request ae 
support be ignored in favor of the _worli 
being conducted by the conference of misi: 
sionaries. — HERMAN H. KopPELMANN, Assistani 
Executive Secretary, Board for Missions i! 
Foreign Countries. 


Persons vacationing or traveling in or nea 
Adirondack Mountains in upper New Yorir 
State are invited to outdoor services contr 
ducted under Lutheran auspices at Fish Creel 
Pond Amphitheater in the State Camping Sit« 
on Route 10, 12 miles west of Saranac Lake: 
Services, beginning at 11 A. M., will continuw 
through August.— Ronatp L. BERGEN, Vicari 
125 Brinkerhoff, Plattsburg, N. Y. 


Wanted 


Secretary, Missouri Synod Lutheran, te 
work in Washington, D. C.. Typing and short- 
hand required, experience not necessary. Fox 
information write: ARMED SERVICES Com, 
MISSION, 2633 16th St., N. W., Washington, D. Cf 


Used books — commentaries, doctrine, the 
ology, etc. — T. W. Watxker, H. M. C. 8.3 
Gloucester, Ottawa, Ont., Canada. 


Available 


For anyone who will call for them: 14 
pews. Contact Lron Goct, Vicar, Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, McLeansboro, II. 


Pews: 3, 67”; 2, 72°; 1, 15", 1,:83'3)2; oun | 
88"; for transportation costs. — First Lv- 
THERAN CHURCH, Rev. Henry W. Heck, 38 Fielc 
Point Rd., Greenwich, Conn. 


Candelabra: one pair, three-light, 8” high! 
silver plate; for transportation. — Grace Lu~ 
THERAN CHURCH, Rev. Walter Synatschk, 
Malden, Mo. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Alger, Thorwald M., 616 Seventh St., Devils 
Lake, N. Dak. 

Bauermeister, Paul J., 1227 Blodgett Dr., 
St. Louis 15, Mo. 

Burce, Willard, Wabag, Western Highlands, 
New Guinea 


Gassmann, J. F., em., 65 Jefferson Ave., 
Emerson, N. J. 

Goerss, Herbert W., 1325 E. 24th St., 
Sanford, Fla. 


Hartner, Henry G., 1439 17th Ave., Oak- 
land 6, Calif. . 
Janssen, Ihno, Jr., 1930 Sargent Ave., Saint 

Paul 5, Minn. 
Kunz, Robert T., Sheffield and Bennington, 
West Knoxville, Tenn. . 
Mueller, Willard E., 574 Highland Ave., 
Ottawa 3, Ont., Canada 
Nauss, John C., 4534 40th, S. W., Seattle 16, 
Wash. 
Schuetz, Thomas E., 
Baton Rouge 6, La. 
bape Victor P., 1316 Seventh St., Perry, 
a. j 
Streufert, Kenneth, 1428 Beck Lane, Lafay- 
ette, Ind. Z 
Weseloh, Melvin, Box 337, Hill City, Minn. 
Winter, Herman C., em., 924 St. Clair Ave., 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 
Wolkenhauer, Don N., 
land St., Peoria, Ill. 


11755 Archery Dr., 


1315 S. Westmore- 


Teachers: 

Ahlschwede, Martin C., em., 602 N. St. Joe. 
Hastings, Nebr. 

Berlinski, Donald, 18585 Michael, East 
Detroit, Mich. 

Brandt, Ernst A., 3852 Hiland, Saginaw. 
Mich. 

Firnhaber, Stuart F., 420 S. Seminary, Col- 
linsville, Ill. 

Germeroth, Paul L., 29424 Shirley, Madison 
Heights, Mich. 

Harman, Ronald Y., 118 N. Bowman Ave. 
Danville, Il. 

Knoernschild, Edwin F., 511 N. Griffith 
Oberlin, Kans. 

Kramer, Frederick D., 1115 Avant Dr., Saini 
Louis 15, Mo. 4 

Nordbrock, Edgar E., 18360 Dixie Highway 
Homewood, IIl. 

Rettig, James F., 3702 S. Anthony Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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Letters 


Join the Clique 


There are rumors that our church is run 
by a clique. Upon investigation we find 
that this statement is true. Furthermore, 
we find that the clique is composed of 
faithful members. Present at all meetings, 


| they accept appointments to committees, 


give willingly of their time, energies, and 
efforts, and sincerely believe that the more 
a person puts into the church, the more he 
will get out of it. 

The enthusiasm and efforts of these 


members are of inestimable value to our 


church. We would, therefore, suggest that 
you join this clique. It is not a difficult 
matter to do so. In fact, it’s very easy. 
Begin by attending meetings regularly, 
take a more lively interest in church ac- 
tivities, accept responsibilities, and serve 
On committees. Before you realize it, you 
will become a member of the clique. You 
would be surprised to know how eager 
they are to have you. 


Oshkosh, Wis. G. A. STRASEN 


Coffee in New Guinea 
Experiments show that coffee grows well 


} in the Central Highlands of New Guinea, 


where Synod’s mission is located. The 
government, as well as the mission, is 
interested in introducing agricultural or in- 
dustrial developments whereby the people 
can earn money. The growing of coffee 
seems to offer good possibilities. 

_ To help the New Guinean, it would be 
well if the mission could bring in some 
layman of our church who understands 
the growing, processing, and marketing of 
coffee. Anyone interested? Write: Board 
for Foreign Missions, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


St. Louis, Mo. O. H. SCHMIDT 


“Always on the Job” 


Statistics show there is a sharp drop in 
church attendance during June, July, and 
*August. This would seem to indicate that 
“many “Christians” take a vacation not 


- only from their work but also from wor- 


ship of the Lord, who has granted them 
the privilege of being able to take a va- 
cation. 
Does God take a vacation from the re- 
sponsibility of caring for His souls? Does 
the work of the Lord stop during the va- 


cation months? Let us thank God that He 


is always “on the job.” 

To make your vacation more enjoyable, 
attend the Lutheran church in your area 
and give thanks to God for your safe 
arrival. Contribute generously to the col- 
lection as a testimony of your appreciation 


for God’s mercy. You will find that the 


“members of the Lutheran church will be 
pleased to have you worship with them. 

And when you have returned from a va- 
cation unmarred by accident or injury, 
thank God. If your house and belongings 
have been undisturbed, thank God. A God- 
pleasing way to show your thankfulness 
‘is to attend church faithfully during the 
vacation months as well as during the re- 


_ mainder of the year. 


- Let’s not forget God during our vaca- 
tions; He doesn’t forget us! 
JAMES MCARTHUR 


ew 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


ION LUTHERAR 


FOR ALEXANDRIA, MINN., CEN- 
TENNIAL PARADE, with the theme 
“Memories of a Century,” Zion Lu- 
therans built and entered their float 
depicting “Memories of God’s Mercy.” 
An estimated crowd of 50,000 saw the 
parade, June 15. The float is being 
preserved for use in other communities 
celebrating centennials. 


Factual Presentation Preferred 


The members of Synod’s Committee on 
Church Architecture wish to compliment 
you on the May 20 issue of the WITNESS. 
The cover, with the picture of the very 
interesting Kramer Chapel, is excellent. 
The article telling of the dedication is 
factual. The photographs, without edi- 
torial comment, on pages 5 and 6 present 
to our people two excellent projects. It is 
our opinion that factual presentation of 
buildings like these will do much to im- 
prove the quality of church architecture 
in our Synod. We encourage you to be 
selective in publishing photographs of 
buildings. 

Articles about new church buildings 
should be very carefully edited so that all 
comments which are a “matter of opinion” 
and all statements relative to costs are 
omitted. Rarely, if ever, do statements 
about cost reflect the true picture. The 
value of volunteer labor, donated mate- 
rials, work omitted, etc., are seldom in- 
cluded. These and geographical location 
have much to do with final building costs. 


UEL C. RAMEY, Secretary 
Committee on Church Architecture 
Wichita, Kans. 


From 17 States 


It will interest you to know that in 
response to “Yes, No, Perhaps” in the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS, May 20, 1958, we 
received requests both for our pamphlet 
on college fraternities and for Round 
Table Series No.5 on “A Christian View 
of Masonry.” Requests for the latter 
came from Arkansas, California, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New 
York, North Dakota, South Carolina, and 
the District of Columbia. 


R. W. Haun, Executive Secretary 
Commission on College and 
University Work 
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Our Venture of Faith 
February 1 to July 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. _. $ 20,232.85 
Atlantica en ee 188,977.06 
California and Nevada 118,750.00 
Central 401,634.55 
Central Milinoisns= se 161,039.74 
Colorado a es WM 
PASC TI peee rue atoe arses. SS. r. 106,810.55 
BAVA aneuckeS oe ee 278,614.90 
Blorda-Georsia ee 33,549.61 
lowa! East 222 =e ae 95,000.00 
Towa a W.cS teen 174,954.00 
Kansas3=. 22 43). eee 133,700.00 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 18,025.33 
Michi ¢ a7) eee ee 419,967.83 
INMINTAER(OVIE, oe 402,835.29 
Montana; = 2) 2 ae 14,726.29 
North Dakota =e 61,263.02 
North Wisconsin 179,299.83 
Northern Illinois 353,487.84 
Northern Nebraska 90,589.73 
Northwest _. ZA 6,7 7109 
Oklahoma - 49,210.00 
Ontario 58,333.32 
South Dakota 59,089.32 
South Wisconsin 227,783.78 
Southeastern sae 114,000.00 
Southern __ ye net 43,750.00 
Southern California 108,333.33 
Southern Illinois 98,691.89 
Southern Nebraska 105,080.07 
Texas: DoS See eee 125,000.00 
WieSterii s-.-sies Biot eee ae 330,982.91 


$4,775,596.45 


$6,666,666.66 


Required Feb. 1—July 1 
4,845,915.18 


Received Feb. 1—July 1 


$1,820,751.48 . 
Cuas. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 


The Trend 
June 1958 receipts __ $948,088 
June 1957 receipts _. 796,585 


Gain ee USI SUS (lO% )) 


Receipts for the first five months: 


1956 $4,845,915 
195 7a 4,164,299 
Gainge- see $ 681,616 (16.3%) 


The trend still indicates that workers 
and many of our people are in dead 
earnest about going forward with Christ. 
This trend continued could mean receipts 
of approximately $2,000,000 more in 1958 
than in 1957. What a gracious bounty 
of God! 

It will not, however, mean a 12-month 
total of $16,000,000, but $1,300,000 short 
of that 1958 goal. This is not pleasant 
news, but it needs to be said — now. 

Please read the special September 23 
issue of the WITNESS to get the full im- 
plication of what such a shortage could 
do to the Kingdom program of the church. 


ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
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BIBLE STORY BOOKS 


- in beautiful full an 


Little children will ‘‘discover’”’ 
the Bible’s most important mes- 
sage from these 45 short stories 
from the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Each story is only a 
page long and illustrated with 
a large full-color picture. 

Stories begin with Adam and 
Eve and continue through the 
ascension of Jesus. Good bed- 
time reading. 

96 pages, 8%4xX10%. 45 
full-page illustrations in color. 
Laminated paper cover. $1.00 


MY BIBLE 
STORY BOOK 
by G. L. Wind 


How to Order 


- delightfully illustrated 


60 Bible stories (28 from the 
Old Testament) have been se- 
lected and related in simple 
language. The vocabulary was 
carefully checked against stand- 
ard word lists to keep it on the 
level of young readers, 6 to 9 
years of age. 

156 colorful and lovely illus- 
trations. Size: 5% X7%. Avail- 
able in laminated paper or cloth 
covers. Paper, $1.25. Cloth, 
$1.95 


CHILD’S GARDEN OF 
BIBLE STORIES 
by Arthur W. Gross 


- at popular low prices 


For ages 9 to 12 


In the words of Holy Scrip- 
ture. Every Bible story is illus- 
trated with a_ picture — 100 
stories, 100 pictures. Under 
each story are explanatory 
notes and pronunciations. 
Under each picture is a short 
memory verse and prayer or 
hymn verse. The _ illustrations 
are exceptionally beautiful and 
richly colored. 214 pages, 6 
by 9. Maps, glossary. $2.50 


ONE HUNDRED 
BIBLE STORIES 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book Display, or write your name and address 
and send this whole page with your check or money order to the address below. Please 
note: On all cash orders, add 5 cents for each dollar of your total purchase to cover partial 


cost of postage. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE + ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


fre 


